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FairfieldFairfieldFairfield
Independent School District

Proud of our “Blue Jacket” students!
Help us celebrate the Fair�eld
FFA Chapter during 
National FFA Week 
Feb. 18-25, 2023.

--Superintendent Dr. Adams & FISD Board Trustees

Join the Eagles for Homecoming Week!
October 26-30, 2020

Education for the Future!
FFA OFFICERS - 2022-2023:  PRESIDENT - MaKenna Eppes; VICE-PRESIDENT - Blake Phillips; SECRETARY - Obie Crook; 

      TREASURER - Rissa Eppes; REPORTER - Cade Nelson; SENTINEL - Cole Coufal; ADVISOR - Connor Petty

“Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live , Living to Serve.”
These 12 simple words are the motto of the FFA and give our students great advice carry out 

in their everyday lives.  Over the past several years, the Fairfield FFA has had an explosion in 
our membership and those are students becoming active in all aspects of the organization.  Our 
2022-2023 membership has crossed the 350 member mark which is a record for Fairfield FFA.  

Our year is busy from the start of school until mid-July.  We are involved in all aspects of the 
FFA from livestock shows, Leadership and Career Development Events, Speaking Contest, and 
the Agriculture Mechanics Shows as well.  Also, attending District, Area, and State Convention 
as well as the Leadership Camps offered by our Area.  Currently, the Sandyland District 
President is Cole Coufal of the Fairfield FFA.  

The year starts off by attending the Fall Stock Shows such as the State Fair of Texas and Heart 
O’ Texas Fair and Rodeo.  This year at the HOT fair in Waco, we had members earn the title 
Grand and Reserve Santa Gertrudis heifer which earned each one a scholarship to furtherer 
their education.  Also, during the fall, we have students compete in the Sandyland District LDE 
Contest.  These events teach the students valuable leadership and speaking skills that will be 
vital for their future careers.

Once we return from Christmas break, we hit the ground running again with major show 
season and training for Career and Speaking Development events.  Fairfield FFA attends Ft. 
Worth Stock Show, San Antonio Stock Show, and the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.  
These shows provide students the opportunity to show off all the hard work they have put 
into their animal and ag mechanics projects.  At the same time as stock shows, our students are 
training hard for Career Development Events.  Through numerous contest such as livestock 
judging, horse judging, land, homesite evaluation, and floriculture, students can put real world 
skills to the test and apply what they have learned in class and training to be successful on the 
district, area, and state level.

As the year comes to an end, we have our district and area conventions where members run 
for office and apply for various awards at the state level.  Finally in June, the Freestone County 
Fair rounds out the year that is hectic and fun all at the sametime.  Fairfield FFA usually has 
multiple entries in all the shows at the Fair each year.  If you look back at our FFA Motto, you 
can see the Fairfield FFA members use every part of it from the start of school til the county 
fair in June.  We truly strive to offer a rounded program that offers multiple opportunities to 
all members to be involved and successful.

Fairfield ISD Chapter

THE FAIRFIELD FFA OFFICER TEAM had a great time navigating their way through Escape 
Room challenges. Officers and sponsors include Back Row (left-right):  Ms. Parsons, Mrs. Sorrell, 
Connor Petty, Obie Crook, Kenna Eppes, Rissa Eppes, Blake Phillips; Front row (l-r): Mr. Sherman, 
Cole Coufal, Mr. Phillips, Cade Nelson. (Courtesy Photos)

WE’RE SO PROUD of how well Kinsley 
White and Ally Basden showed their lambs 
at the Fort Worth Stock Show!

Ft. Worth Stock Show

FAIRFIELD FFA MEMBERS BEAT THE ICY WEATHER  that closed schools for three 
days in at the beginning of the month. Thanks to the crew worked endlessly this week caring 
for the Will Rogers Memorial Center & Facilities, almost 1,500 steers exhibited during this 
year’s show. Congratulations to our own competitors:  Hannah Johnson and Peyton Johnson.

The Show Must Go On...Rain or Snow!

MR. SHERMAN’S CLASS LEARNING and practicing their wiring skills to help 
them in their own homes one day. 

Learning Practical Skills



Teague ISD FFA Chapter Takes 2nd Place in District

Floral Design Skills
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254-562-3864  401 N. Sherman, Mexia
DickScottFordInc.com

Helping the next generation
rise up to meet new challenges

DICK SCOTT FORD

Helping the next generation
rise up to meet new challenges

FFA makes a positive difference in the
lives of  students by developing potential
for leadership, personal growth and career 
success through agricultural education.

Proud to support the youth 
of  Freestone County FFA!

254-765-3203
622 South 3rd  Wortham, Texas

License #TACLB016973E

longindustries.us

Celebrate the bright future
of our youth!

Buffalo - Teague - Mexia 
San Angelo

903-389-3263

We proudly support FFA
& 4-H Youth throughout
the Tri-County Area!

450 East Main Street, Fairfield
903.389.9217 - www.Griffin-Roughton.com

Griffin-Roughton

Therefore be patient, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord 

The farmer waits for the 
precious produce of the soil, 

being patient about it, until it 
gets the early and late rains.

Therefore be patient, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord 

The farmer waits for the 
precious produce of the soil, 

being patient about it, until it 
gets the early and late rains.

James 5:7James 5:7CARPET COUNTRY
254-562-7744  1784 W. Hwy. 84, Mexia

Texas FFA 
Proud Supporter of

The 3rd Annual Teague 
Young Farmers’ Valenswine 
show had such an amazing 
turn out! 

Thank you to everyone who 
came out to the show and 
especially to our sponsors. 
None of this would have 
been even remotely possible 
without y’all. 

Thank you to all the 
volunteers who worked super 
hard to put this event on, each 

Grants for Growing 
(G4G) is a competitive grant 
program for middle and 
high school FFA chapters 
that are developing and 
improving project-based 
or experiential learning 
opportunities for students. 
FFA chapters may apply 
for up to $5,000 through the 
G4G program, sponsored by 
Tractor Supply Company 
(TSC).

Funding is provided by 
consumers who purchase 
an FFA paper emblem at 
TSC stores during checkout. 
Emblems can be purchased 
at any denomination.

Grants may be used to 
grow your classroom, your 
FFA Chapter, or your Ag 
Awareness.
--Paper Emblem Sales:  Feb. 
15-26, 2023
--Grant Application Opens:  
March 1, 2023
--Grant Application Closes:  
May 15, 2023
--Award Notification:  Aug. 
1, 2023

For more information, 
visit online at www.ffa.org/
grants-for-growing

TEAGUE FFA STUDENTS ENTER THEIR FIRST EVER 
Floral Design competition on December 7th that include three 
rounds. First they made a hand bouquet with a $30 budget, 
and half of the contestants were eliminated. The second round 
involved creating their own design without a budget. Then, 
the last round consisted of the top 10. Our team consisted of 
Raeanna Burns, Lillian Chamblis, and Yaneli Diaz. Everyone 
competed in the first round and then Lillian and Yaneli made 
it to the second round. We are so unbelievably proud of these 
kids getting out there and having the drive to try new things! 
HUGE Thank You to Every Blooming Thing in Teague for 
donating to the team, so that they would be prepared for the 
contest. (Courtesy photos)

Teague Students Show Off

Winner Winner! 
Congratulations to Teague 

FFA members for months of 
hard work. 

They placed 2nd in 
sweepstakes at the Sandyland 
FFA District LDE contest in 
November, advancing six 
teams to the area VIII FFA 
competition. 

Awards include:
--GH chapter conducting first 
place 
--GH Spanish creed speaker 
first place 
--Ag issues forum second 
place 
--GH quiz team second place 
--Sr chapter conducting 
second place 
--Ag advocacy team second 
place

TEAGUE FFA RESULTS:  First Place in District, Fifth Place in 
Area at the Tractor Technician contest January 25th at Navarro 
John Deere Tech College. Great job!

Learning the Mechanics

Thank You, Sponsors!

and every one of you are greatly appreciated! 
Thank you to our wonderful judges that talked some good quality livestock! 
Thank you to Papa Ray’s for coming out and providing such great food that everyone loved. 
Additionally, thank you to General Seven Six for setting up shop for the show, y’all have 

some really amazing products! 
Photos of the event can be found online at mitchellpate.smugmug.com

Grants to 
Support Ag 
Education



Varmint Hunt a Success
Teague FFA 10th Annual
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We believe in the
Future Farmers of America!

Groesbeck Auction
& Livestock Company

254-729-3277
Sale Every Thursday at Noon

Don Henderson
(254) 385-6460

Stephen Bradley
(254) 716-1535

Showing our Support

for the FFA Community

Owners Mark & Melissa Hunt

Come see what all the talk is about!
Come join us in the Sale Barn Cafe for homestyle cooking and the best desserts in town!

2353 US Hwy 259 S. - Henderson, TX

903-657-2690  

Hunt Livestock Exchange, LLC
Each Monday at 12:30 p.m. for all your livestock needs!

Come see us at

HuntLivestockExchange.com

1401 TX-164, Groesbeck  254-729-2253
Billy b’S Sale Barn

Proud to support
our local FFA and
4-H organizations!

Proud to support
our local FFA and
4-H organizations!

Proud to support our local
FFA and 4-H organizations!

415 Main St., 
Teague

254.739.2574 

Title Co. & Escrow Services
254-729-7960

Kim Boyd, Manager
kimboyd@ftlc.net    www.ftlc.net

108 S.D. JB Riggs Drive, Groesbeck, Texas

Thank you to all who competed in Teague FFA’s 10th Annual 
Varmint Hunt and thank you to our sponsors. None of this 
would have been possible without y’all!

Congratulations to our winning teams:
--1st place Team with 1420pts 
Swinging C - Team Captain: James Curry; Team members: 
Justin Erskin, Tommy Whitzel, and Brandon Larson
--2nd place Team with 1260pts
Brush Kountry Boys - Team Captain: Shay Snyder; Team 
members: Seth Snyder, Derrick Dietrich, and Zane Washburn
--Heaviest Coon (22.6lbs): Mangy Mutts - Team Captain: 
Matthew Everett; Team members: Tim Everett, Trey Spence, 
and Jay Macdonald
--Heaviest Coyote (45.4lbs) & Heaviest Hog (235lbs): XXL 
- Team Captain: Adrian Becks; Team members: Matthew 
Brooke, Austin Harris, and Jacob Jernigan
--Heaviest Bobcat (24lbs): Daddy’s Money - Team Captain: 
Mark Burleson; Team members: Mason Burleson & Jimmy 
Owens

Today, FFA provides the next generation of 
leaders who will change the world. As the top 
school-based youth leadership development 
organization in the nation, FFA helps young 
people meet new agricultural challenges 
by developing their unique talents and 
exploring their interests in a broad range of 
career pathways. FFA members are out future 
leaders, our future food suppliers, our future 
innovators and more!

Whether it is through service projects or 
community gatherings, National FFA Week 

is a time for FFA members to raise awareness 
about the role the National FFA Organization 
plays in the development of agriculture’s 
future leaders and the importance of 
agricultural education.

The National FFA Organization is a school-
based national youth leadership development 
organization fo more than 850,000 students 
members as part of 8,995 local FFA chapters 
in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands.

MAJOR SHOW SEASON is upon us! Here are a few of Teague FFA’s Ft. Worth Lamb and 
Goat exhibitors. Great job kids! Now THIS is homework!

FT. WORTH 2023 IN THE 
BOOKS! Fun group of 
Teague FFA kids showing 
their cattle.

(Courtesy Photos)

SMILE
...and The 
“Times” 
is there!

Go online to see all our 
photos, even the ones that 

didn’t make the paper. 
(just click "Photos" at the top)

www.freestone
countytimes.com

National FFA Week
February 18-35, 2023

SWINGING C , with a total of 1,420 points, earned this year’s title of First Place Team in 
the 10th Annual Varmin Hunt, hosted by Teague FFA. Team members are James Curry, Justin 
Erskin, Tommy Whitzel, and Brandon Larson. (Courtesy Photo)
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903-389-2764  888-509-5383
www.MetalMarts.com

440 W. Interstate 45, Fairfield
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

Youth are the future of agriculture.
During National FFA Week, we salute 
our students and their teachers.

Future of Agriculture in the hands 
of Youth!

416 W. Commerce
Fairfield, Texas

903.389.5375

Future of Agriculture in the hands 
of Youth!

680 W. Hwy 84, Fairfield - 903.389.YUMM

Supporting Positive Opportunities
for Young People in Our Community!

254-562-5347  300 N. Sherman, Mexia

 Learning to Do,
  Doing to Learn,
    Earning to Live,
      Living to Serve.

GONZALEZ FAMILY DENTISTRY
Nathan T. Gonzalez, DDS      Robin L. Cholopisa, DDS

Transform Transform 
Purpose to Action

FFA Makes a Positive
Difference in the 
Lives of Students

HUFFMAN AGENCY
David D. Huffman

Insurance - Real Estate - Financial
254.739.2510 - 1105 N. 8th Avenue, Teague

Training the Next
Generation to

Feed the World!

Training the Next
Generation to

Feed the World!

Training the Next
Generation to

Feed the World!

254-739-5180 • 105 Fm 553 • Teague

Kiddie Patch
Day Care

Kiddie Patch
Day Care

(clockwise from top left):
RaShay Covey palpating her heifer. 
Raymond Fortoul and Christopher Chasteen showing 

their ag mech project at the 2022 Freestone County Fair. 
Horse Judging team includes Tanner Bean, RaShay 

Covey, Braidee Taylor, and Dallas Crundwell.
Wortham FFA members Tanner Bean, James Rissmiller, 

Yancey Bean, Maci Henderson, RaShay Covey and Ryleigh 
Range. 

Tanner Bean and Konnor Hook show a few visitors 
around the FFA Petting Zoo and Canned Food Drive. 

(Courtesy Photos)

Wortham ISD FFA
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It’s Ford Truck Month! get a great deal on the only trucks  Built Ford Tough. 

Search our inventory today: dickscottfordinc.com

401 NORTH SHERMAN MEXIA, TX 76667
800-769-0401

www.dickscottford.com or www.dickscottautos.com

512 West Hwy 84 |  Fairfield , TX | 903-389-4505
Supplying Freestone County Since 1975

CAPPS HARDWARE
& AG CENTER

Driving the Future Forward with Agriculture Education

BAYLESS AUTO SUPPLY
Highway 75 & 84 in Fairfield

Proud Supporters of our 4-H & FFA Youth!

Mexia
254-562-3821

Fairfield
903-389-8686

Coolidge
254-786-2297

Waco
254-420-1007

Rosebud
254-583-4606

Mart
254-876-2571

www.incommonsbank.com

We Gladly Support
The FFA!

903-872-2471  LoneStarAgCredit.com

FFAFFA
Supporting
the Future
of Agriculture

TEXAS FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE
AUTO / HOME / LIFE

903-389-4125
1354 W. U.S. Hwy 84 • Fairfield

Celebrating
  the Future
    of Agriculture

Celebrating
  the Future
    of Agriculture

Fairfield FFA gives a big “Thank You” to the Fairfield 
Young Farmers for all that they do for our FFA and Jr FFA 
members! 

Please check out the raffle they have going on to make this 
year even better for our youth:  ‘Gun Raffle:  30 guns in 30 
days.’ 

Tickets are $100 each, and only 1,000 will be sold. 
Drawing starts April 1st and will continue each day until all 

the guns have been given away. Winners will be announced 
on Facebook.

If your ticket is drawn, it will continue to go back into the 
drawing throughout the 30 days.

Must be 21 to purchase a ticket. Complete rules available 
on The Fairfield Young Farmers Facebook page.

To get your ticket, contact one of the following members:
--Chandler Baggerly:  903-644-6995
--Joyce Crook:  903-203-2239
--Kim Emmons:  903-388-2587
--Chassey Petty:  254-315-3697

Donations from Fairfield Young Farmers in 2022 were 
used for the following:
--Freestone County Fair Sale:  more than $25,000
--FCF Bedding Donations:  $1,000
--Ag Mechanics Team Apparel:  $2,000
--Scholarships:  $3,250

All donations make a huge impact on our FFA and Jr. FFA 
members.

Thank you for all that you do in supporting the future of 
agriculture!

Get Your Ticket!

Giving New Life
to Cemetery Wreaths

Fairfield Young Farmers ‘30 guns in 30 days’ 
raffle to benefit Fairfield FFA chapters

Placings for Fairfield FFA students are as follows:
--Ag Advocacy: Cole Coufal, Cade Nelson, Connor Petty, 
Riley Ralstin - 6th out of 12
--Creed (Jr.): Kaylie Ridge - 10th out of 14
--Creed (Sr.): MaKenna Eppes - 8th out of 17
--Job Interview: Marissa Eppes - 9th out of 12
--Quiz (Jr.): Heidi Bailes, Skylar Cook, Adalyn Peterson, 
Bryanna Willis - 4th out of 11
--Quiz (Sr.): Connor Colvert, Blake Phillips, Rhett Ralstin, 
Audrina Tedder - 2nd out of 18 and advancing to Area!
--Public Relations: Kaylan Anderson, Reese Beaver, Addison 
Shipley, Cadence Webster - 6th out of 10
--Radio: MaKenna Eppes, Marissa Eppes, Carolyn Dunlap 
- 6th out of 16
--Skills: Rainy Bonds, Bragg Bonner, Connor Petty - 4th out 
of 12
--Sr. Chapter Conducting: Alaina Baker, Connor Colvert, 
Cole Coufal, Obie Crook, Jaylin Flowers, Blake Phillips, 
Avery Strait - 4th out of 7

We are very proud of each of one of them!!

Congratulations to the following heifer exhibitors on 
a job well done in their classes at the Fort Worth Stock 
Show. 

These Fairfield FFA students showed against large 
classes of exhibitors from across the state of Texas. 
--Kenna Eppes: Polled Hereford 4th
--Rissa Eppes: Polled Hereford 6th
--Peyton Johnson: Main-Anjou 5th
--Blake Phillips: Beefmaster 14th
--Elizabeth Pillans: Brangus 5th
--Arden Strait: Santa Gertrudis 4th
--Avery Strait: Santa Gertrudis 5th

LAND AND RANGE 
TEAMS COMPETED at 
the Bedias Creek contest in 
Groesbeck last week! 

Fairfield FFA has several 
new team members this year, 
so everyone learned a lot and 
are getting some practice in 
before Area contest later this 
semester. 

Team members include 
(left-right):  Trinity Glass, 
Rainy Bonds, Jerry Draper, 
Cale Myers, Jenae Weathered, 
Cinthia Serrato, Samayah 
Wiley.

(Courtesy Photo)

Well Done!

WORKING HARD ON THEIR WREATH PROJECTS are 
Mrs. Sorrell’s Fairfield FFA students! A big thank you to 
Wreaths of America and Mrs. Crawford’s recycle team for the 
donation!

Good job to Fairfield FFA 
Sr Quiz team finishing 6th 
place at the Area contest.

We are very proud of this 
young team of freshman 
for stepping up, studying, 
and being very competitive 
against schools of all sizes 

and all high school aged 
students! 

Team members are: 
Conner Colvert, Blake 
Phillips (3rd high 
individual of Area), Rhett 
Ralstin, and Audrina 
Tedder.

District LDE Contest

Sr. Quiz Team Places in Area 

Heifer Show at Ft. Worth
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