
All deals 0 Down +TT&L 75 months at 6.89% on approved credit. MSRP $23,110 - $2,500 Retail Customer Cash = $20,610 +TT&L.
Pictures are for illustration only. Prices good til April 1, 2019. *0% for 60 months in lieu of all factory rebates

2018 FORD
FUSION

Auto, Tilt,
PW, PL,
Cruise,

Sync

ONLY
$338.97
A MONTH#77057

*

All deals 0 Down +TT&L 75 months at 6.89% on approved credit. MSRP $20,990 - $3,000 Retail Customer Cash = $17,990 +TT&L.
Pictures are for illustration only. Prices good til April 1, 2019. *0% for 60 months in lieu of all factory rebates

2018 FORD
ECOSPORT S

Auto, AC, PW,
PL, Cruise, Sync

#32348

ONLY
$295.88

A MONTH

Big upgrade
in a small
package!

FOR 60 MONTHS!*
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Calendar
Butler

Black History Month Program
February 9th - 5:00-8:00 pm

Butler Community Center
Program & Sweetheart Dinner

InsIde
Teague Pavilion Plans
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Wedding Guide
Section C

Courtroom Renovations
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Settled out of court on November 9, 
2018 was the Wrongful Termination 

and Racial Discrimination civil suit 
of Dianne Manning vs. Linda Jarvis, 
individually and in her official capacity 
as County Clerk of Freestone County.
  According to Manning’s Attorney, 
Chad Morgan, the parties met on 
November 9th for a court ordered 
mediation.
  “The issue was settled on amicable 
terms,” says Mr. Morgan. “I can’t say 

any more than that.”
  Per Mrs. Jarvis, a Gag Order is in place 
as part of the settlement terms.
  Mrs. Manning originally filed a 
Petition For Depositions Before Suit 
against Mrs. Jarvis on April 12th, 2018 
and a hearing was scheduled for May 9, 
2018 in the 87th District Court.
  The case was moved to Federal Court 
at the United States District Court for 
the Western District of Texas, Waco 
Division following the receipt of a 

Right to Sue letter from the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC).
  A Right to Sue Letter is a letter from 
the EEOC stating that they do not wish 
to be involved in the case. It allows the 
parties to continue with the civil case 
without the EEOC’s involvement.
  Representing Mrs. Jarvis was Attorney 
David Ryan Iglesias with the Texas 
Association of Counties.
  Nicole Schaefer reporting

“We’re wasting our time and our money, spending lots of Teague’s money, Fairfield’s money on discovery right now in 
a case where this court lacks jurisdiction to decide it,” states Eric Storm attorney for the City of Fairfield as the City of 

Teague requests another continuance in the ongoing lawsuit between the two cities.
  The cities met again in court for another hearing in the suit filed by Teague last year citing a breach of the twenty-nine year 
old Interlocal Definitive Agreement between the two municipalities and Texas Department of Criminal Justice’s (TDCJ) Boyd 
Unit.
  Judge Patrick Simmons 
ordered the parties to meet in 
his courtroom in Limestone 
County on Wednesday, 
January 23, 2019, a week 
earlier than planned, to hear 
Teague’s motion for another 
continuance.
  Andrew Messer, attorney 
for the City of Teague, 
again requested more time 
to review the 57,717 pages 
of records received from 
Fairfield since investigation 
into the Agreement began in 
April 2018, obliging Teague’s 
requests for more than 
twenty years of records and 
information regarding the 
jointly owned facilities at the 
Boyd Unit.
  “If I spent a minute looking at 
each page of those documents 
it would take me roughly 
nine hundred and twenty-
eight hours, twenty-three 
weeks, five and a half months 
if I worked exclusively by 

-City Lawsuit-
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Bond Reduced For Sex Traffic Arrest

Discrimination Lawsuit Settled

Bond has been lowered for Amber Parker, a Freestone 
County woman charged with Trafficking of a Child for 

Sexual Conduct; the alleged victim a member of her family.
  Parker was arrested on January 2nd after returning from 
a trip to Morocco, where she met the men she had been in 
contact with in regard to the exchange of sexual acts.
  Initially, her bond was set at $25,000 by Justice of the Peace, 
Pct. 4 Judge Shirley Mays. It was later raised to $250,000 by 
Judge Mays. 
  Judge Patrick Simmons of the 87th District Court presided 
over the bond hearing held Monday morning, January 28th.
  Parker appeared before the judge with court appointed 
attorney Chris Martin.
  Martin explained that typically a bond adjustment is made 

due to a new development in the case. In Parker’s case, he 
maintained that nothing changed between the time of the 
arrest and initial bond setting and when the bond was raised.
  “Since there were no changes to substantiate the bond being 
raised, and no reason given, I think it’s safe to say that the 
Judge raised the amount due to so much media coverage. It’s 
reasonable to believe she didn’t want to be seen as having 
given such a low bond on a high-profile case,” stated Martin. 
“We’re asking that you consider reducing the bond with the 
knowledge there will be conditions with that.”
  “Your Honor, I believe the reason for the increased bond 
was for fear of the defendant absconding, or fleeing because 
of her connections to overseas in Morocco,” explained District 
Attorney Brian Evans. “The state is asking that you consider 
leaving the bond as it currently sits; or that if you lower the 
amount, that there be strict stipulations attached.”
  Martin put Parker on the 
stand to testify that she has no 
means of paying the $250,000 

Judge, Defendant Focus on Jurisdiction

Service To Others:

-Bond Reduced-
Page 5-A

Agreeing to strict  
stipulations during a Bond 
Reduction Hearing is 37-year-
old Amber Parker.

AttorneYs For teAgUe AnD FAirFieLD met in the Limestone County Courtroom of 
Judge Patrick Simmons Wednesday, January 23rd to address the City of Teague’s request for 
another continuance in the lawsuit alleging a breach of contract to the Interlocal Definitive 
Agreement between the two cities. (Photo by Megan Hempel)

A sUrpriseD BArneY LeAch shAres A hUg 
with Lisa Schick and Brenda Pate of the Fairfield Chamber of 
Commerce as an emotional Mary Small moves to join in after 
presenting him with the Lifetime Achievement Award during 
last week’s banquet.  (Photo by Megan Hempel)

Fairfield Citizens Honored at 
Chamber Awards Banquet
“An encourager.”

  “A hidden gem.”
  “Doing whatever the community needs.”
  These were just a few of the depictions given by presenters 
of this year’s community award winners during the annual 
Fairfield Chamber of Commerce banquet, held Thursday, 
January 24, 2019 at Twisted Vines Event Center in Fairfield, 
Texas.
  The décor was straight out of the 1970’s, with lots of tie-dye, 
peace signs, and psychedelic flowers.
  Many of the attendees dressed for the occasion, sporting fringe 
vests, go-go boots, and hippie head bands.
  Best Dressed award went to the Chamber’s newest Ambassador, 
Lisa Nichols and her husband, Bobby, who traded hair care 
tips with several attendees.
  Dinner was served in metal 
“TV trays,” featuring home 

-Chamber Awards-
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More Time Asked by Plaintiff..Again in Teague vs. Fairfield Lawsuit 
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Freestone County Title Company has been providing title 
insurance, examinations, and closing services in East 

Central Texas for twenty years. Our office is conveniently 
located in the Freestone County seat, allowing us to 

provide customers with fast, reliable service in a friendly, 
technologically advanced atmosphere. Call us today and

let us handle your real estate transaction. 

TITLE COMPANY
FREESTONE COUNTY

121 E. Commerce, Fairfield    903.389.5357

style meatloaf and a banana 
pudding desert in mason jars.
  Entertainment was provided 
by Love Show, featuring the 

groovy singing talents of Rita Joye Gray and Kristian Craig.  
These two also donned stilts while posing for pictures with 
local celebrities. 
  The evening’s program opened with a rendition of the National 
Anthem by Mr. Cool Daddy, Andrew Weirtner, pastor of New 
Life Assembly of God.
  Small Business of the Year was presented by Jerry Don 
Sanders to “my favorite daughter,” Amy Ralstin of Kennedy’s 
Korner.
  Ralstin has worked in retail for twenty-seven years, beginning 
with her first job at a gift shop in Mexia.  She has owned and 
operated Kennedy’s Korner for thirteen of those years.
  Described as an encourager and a supporter, Ralstin was 
commended for mentoring several individuals who desired 
to start their own businesses, many of whom made their first 
entrepreneur foray inside her shop in downtown Fairfield.  
  Currently, Ralstin is partnering with three small businesses:  
Kilman Comfort, a luxury mattress company; East Pine 
Designs, which creates the popular FreeCo brand of clothing 
and accessories; and Hart to Table, that delivers shelf stable 
food items that are sugar-free, grain-free, and keto-friendly.
  “Sheriff Billings, you might want to look into that,” teased 
Sanders during his presentation.
  Additionally, almost a year ago, Ralstin took on the task 
of bringing the Fairfield Fest – Downtown Market to the 
courthouse square on the third Saturday of each month.  This 
one-day event brings a variety of vendors, and shoppers, to the 
area.
  Finally, Ralstin gives “honor and praise to the Lord for the 
success of her business,” according to her proud father, and 
thanks all her loyal customers, and her family.
  Community Spirit Award was presented by Amy Freeman to 
Fairfield’s hidden gem, Fairfield Lake State Park.
  The facility has enjoyed a resurgence in popularity, she said. 
“This summer, they had a swimming area so full of visitors, they 
had to shut the park to be able to accommodate everyone.”
  The entire campground has been remodeled, and the staff has 
added programs and events to enhance the experience of park 
visitors, as well as the community.
  Freeman goes on to say that the Park reached out to the Chamber 
of Commerce and partnered with several organizations in the 
community, including the museum, library, school district, 
area business, media, local law enforcement, fire department, 
and EMS.
  They have added nature programs, hiking, fishing, archery 
and a fan favorite:  Dutch Oven cooking by Uncle Mike’s 

Kitchen.  Events include the annual Fish Derby and Christmas 
in the Park.  
  According to Freeman, these additional activities, along with 
a passionate staff, have helped the park reach a record number 
of visitors, “and the interest continues to grow.”
    Ranger Kate Sherman and Officer Kyle Ware accepted the 
award on behalf of Fairfield Lake State Park.
  Civic Organization of the Year was presented to the Freestone 
County Historical Museum by County Sheriff Jeremy Shipley.
  “We have a fantastic museum,” said Sheriff Shipley.  “If you 
reside in this county, and you have not been to our museum, 
shame on you.” 
  The Freestone County Historical Museum was created on May 
2, 1957 and was originally housed in the old county jail, which 
operated from 1881 to 1913.
  Museum artifacts were moved to the newly constructed 
Barbara & H. Neil Bass Wing, and work began on the jail 
restoration project, which will eventually serve as a tribute to 
local law enforcement in Freestone County.
  Currently, proceeds from book sales of the famous news 
column of late late J.R. “Sonny” Sessions, Jr. are earmarked for 
this restoration effort.  
  Museum curator, Patricia Pratt, and members of the museum 
board were commended for the great work they have 
accomplished.
  Business of the Year was presented to Sonic of Fairfield by 
Gina Martin, who says their commitment to community is 
obvious.
  “2018 has been a year of true team work, dedication, and 
understanding that giving back to the community is a way of 
life,” says Martin, who commends Supervisor Bill Freeman 
and his staff.  
  Among those that Sonic was worked with include AirEvac, 
Fairfield EMS, Fairfield Lake State Park, Fairfield Police 
Association, Fairfield Fire Department, Fairfield ISD, Fairfield 
Rotary, Chamber of Commerce, nursing homes, cheer teams, 
basketball teams, and more.
  Citizen of the Year was presented by former sheriff Ralph 
Billings to Tammy Gawryszewski, or Tammy G., as many call 
her.
  Gawryszewski has been a significant contributor to every 
program she has been involved in.
  As an educator, she has built up a video program that allows 
students to learn news broadcasting, as well as branching out 
to assist the local hospital with video services.
  As a member of the Fairfield Library Association, Gawryszewski 
was an integral force in the recent modernization of the 
facilities.
  She also assisted the museum in securing a grant to preserve 
local history by digitizing newspaper archives.
  “You’ve done a super job,” said Billings.  “We appreciate 
you!”
  “That’s me!” said a surprised Barney Leach to his wife, as 
presenter Mary Small listed the accomplishments of this year’s 
recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award.
  Leach worked as an Aerospace Technologist and Mathematician 
with NASA, building computers from the ground up and began 
programming in code.  He created space flight software for the 
Gemini space program and for the Lunar program.
  “He gave a big ‘thumbs up’ to the Apollo 13 movie,” said 
Small.
  Leach was also awarded the nation’s highest civilian honor, 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, by then President Richard 
Nixon.
  He worked many years with the National Weather Service, 
and in his retirement, still provides monthly rainfall reports for 
Freestone County.
  Leach has been active in the Fairfield Rotary Club, served 
twenty-five years as a greeter at First Baptist Church, and 
still delivers Meals On Wheels.  He counts one of his biggest 
accomplishments as surviving a double-knee replacement at 
the age of eighty-five years.
  “From the cotton fields of Mississippi to Mission Control, he 
has proved that you can do anything you want,” said Small 
with a catch in her voice.
  “Let me tell you some things you might not know about our 
dad,” said the proud daughters of Tony Price, recipient of the 
well-earned Legacy Award.
  With a passion for service, Price has worked in the Fairfield 
community the past thirty-three years in several capacities, 
including Fairfield ISD, Main Street Program, City Council, 

County Fair Board, and the Fairfield Hospital Board.
  “My dad is incredibly proud of the small part he played 
in keeping the local hospital available to service this 
community.”
  Price participates in a personal Random Acts of Kindness 
campaign, inspired by the novel, Pay It Forward by Catherin 
Ryan Hyde.
  He sends personal birthday cards to each teacher in the 
district.
  He keeps stamps in his truck for every military branch of 
service, and gives them to any veteran he may meet.
  And, he makes a point to eat last, no matter where he goes.
  “It may be a small thing,” said his daughters, but it points to a 
life dedicated to take serving others.
  After hugs from his wife and daughters, Acting Superintendent 
Price switched gears to recognize the ‘bridge builders” at 
Fairfield ISD who earned Teacher of the Year awards from 
each campus.
--High School:  Nanceen Perry Hoskins – English Teacher
“She teaches English to Freshmen, and if any of you think that’s 
easy, come try it for half an hour,” said Price.
--Junior High School:  Annisa Curtis – 
“She takes kids with very limited skills and has them do 
extraordinary things.  We are blessed to have her,” says Price.
--Intermediate School:  Lizzie Daniel – Physical Education 
Teacher
  Principal Shetonia Scires shares that  “[Daniel’s] enthusiasm 
and passion has made a huge impact on our students and 
faculty.”
--Elementary School:  Penny Meredith – Reading 
Interventionist
  Principal Sheila Ransom shared that “[Meredith] cares deeply 
for the whole child and works tirelessly to build a bond with 
parents to bridge between home and school.”
  Assistant Superintendent 
Melissa Cox presented the 
Student of the Year award to 

Small Business Of The Year

Business Of The Year Community Spirit Award

Kennedy’s Korner

Sonic Drive-In Fairfield Lake State Park
-Chamber Awards-
Continued from 1-A
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  Every kid needs a mentor 
to teach shooting, hunting, 
fishing, safely driving a car, 
telling the truth – and living 
life. Unlike fastening their 
shoes, there are no Velcro-like 
shortcuts to the important 
things.
  WWII deprived me of the 
father that could have taught 
me. My mother did the best 
she could, even showed me 
all she knew about shooting 
a .22 pistol. 
  Fortunately, my grandfather’s 
favorite hunting buddy 
agreed to help. “Uncle Josh” 
Munro got me started. His 
lessons on the ways of the 
woods and waters, taught 
at his backwoods place on 
Beech Creek at the end of a 
dirt road in Hardin County, 
have stayed with me for a 
lifetime.
  Maybe that’s why I’ve 
introduced my kids and 
grandkids to hunting and 
fishing and assisted on youth 
hunts, outdoor camps and 
kidfish events. I owe a debt, 
and that’s the only way to 
repay it.
  Kids need to be in the 
outdoors – hiking and 
camping in a state park, 
swimming in a natural stream 
or splashing in the waves 
at the beach. If you are a 
parent but don’t feel mentor-
qualified to give a kid the 
off-the-pavement alternative 
to being couch-bound to 
electronic entertainment, the 

following tips will hopefully 
help.
  Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
are a great place to start – and 
not just for the cookies I ate 
a while ago! My grandson 
surprised me by gathering 
an appropriate selection of 
dried branches and twigs 
and getting a fire started on 
his first night – a cold one – at 
our deer lease. Scouting had 
taught him how. 
  Beyond that are camps 
and organizations that offer 
more advanced areas of 
outdoor enjoyment. The 
Texas Brigades, sponsored 
by Texas Wildlife Association 
(TWA) and staffed by Texas 
Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) 
employees and other qualified 
natural resources specialists 
is one of the best, and has 

been copied by other states. It 
began as Bobwhite Brigade, 
the brainchild of Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service’s 
Dr. Dale Rollins, a regional 
quail authority. 
  Rollins termed it a bootcamp 
for leadership and knowledge 
in wildlife, fisheries and 
land stewardship. It now 
also includes Buckskin 
(deer), Bass, Waterfowl, 
Ranch (cattle), and Coastal 
Brigades throughout Texas. 
I’ve instructed at North and 
South Buckskin Brigades and 
at Bass Brigade and learned 
more than I imparted! 
Application deadline is 
March 15. Find out more at 
www.texasbrigades.org. 
  A similar type camp is 
the Wildlife Conservation 
Camp sponsored by the 

Texas Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society. It’s in a 
different venue each year. 
I’ve also instructed there and 
recommend it. App deadline 
is May 1. Check their website 
at www.wildlifecamptx.org . 
  Then, there is the Texas Youth 
Hunting Program (TYHP), 
a joint venture between 
TPWD and TWA. They have 
hunts for several species of 
game, providing mentored 
hunts for kids and help with 
processing. A parent may 
accompany. We have assisted 
at a number of youth hunts. 
www.tyhp.org.
  It’s been said that if you 
teach your kids to fish and 
hunt, you won’t have to hunt 
for your kids. 
  It works. Believe it!
JJ

Reflections
from Red Oak Ranch

by Jan FieldenFreestone County, Texas

Groesbeck Auction & Livestock Co.

SALE EVERY THURSDAY - 12 NOON

Stephen Bradley - Don Henderson - Charlie Williamson

254-729-3277

Buffalo Livestock Marketing, Inc.
P.O. Box Drawer P,      Buffalo, Texas 75831

(903) 322-4940

Russell L deCordova      Cody deCordova Ty deCordova

SALE EVERY SATURDAY - 12 NOON

Y’all
Come Down! Buffalo Livestock Marketing

ProudlyPresents
TEXAS HIGH SCHOOL RODEO ROUND-UP!

Join us for a FREE Steak Dinner under a Texas Size Tent & Support an
on-going part of our Western Heritage-----the youth of Texas High School Rodeo.

Thursday, September 2, 2010 at 7:00 P.M.
Buffalo Livestock Marketing, Inc.

FREE
1-877 - 49RODEO

Please call High School Rodeo Roundup atHwy. 75/79 Intersection 
Bu�alo, Texas 75831

    

WACO LIVESTOCK AUCTION, LLC

  
Goats 9:00 a.m.                                   Cattle 12:00 p.m.

Good afternoon Linda,

Please review the proof, I made some adjustments and corrections as well, since Judy is actually Jody.   Sorry about 
that.   All I had to go by was a small sticky note from an employee who has since moved on.

I still have time for changes or corrections as you see fit.

Please let us know if you would like us to begin running this ad in this week’s issue that we are currently working 
on going to press tomorrow.

      Christy Jackson
      Freestone County Times
      903-389-6397 NEWS

Waco Livestock Auction,LLC.

SALE EVERY TUESDAY
               

Office 254-753-3191                       Jody Thomas 254-223-2958
Waco Stockyard

2316 Marlin Hwy. 6 East                      Waco, TX 
76705

      

  

     

Office 254-753-3191                       Jody Thomas 254-223-2958
Waco Stockyard

2316 Marlin Hwy. 6 East                      Waco, TX 76705

2316 Marlin Hwy. 6 East                        Waco, TX 76705
Office 254-753-3191                      Jody Thomas 254-223-2958 

Waco Stockyard

2316 Marlin Hwy. 6 East     •                         Waco, Texas 76705
Office 254-753 3191   •                Jody Thomas- 254-223+29501

CORSICANA LIVESTOCK 

SALE EVERY TUESDAY

BARN
903-872-1631

GARY
903-654-8031

BEN
903-879-3456 Woods, Waters, and Wildlife

Getting Kids 
Outdoors
by John Jefferson

TAMARA TRAIL, A TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE employee and seasoned volunteer instructor 
at Buckskin Brigade camps, coaches a camper in rifle safety and marksmanship. (Photo by 
John Jefferson)

Receipts from Corsicana Livestock for Tuesday, January 
22, 2019 with 426 head

Best Lean Cutter Cows-------------------------------45-48
Best Boning & Utility Cows---------------------------N/T
Best Packer Bulls----------------------------------------N/T
Stock Cows (per head)---------------------------------N/T
Few Young Cows (per head)---------------------450-700

Steers/Best #1 Quality
300-400---------------------------------------------165-180
400-500---------------------------------------------150-165
500-600---------------------------------------------138-150
600-700---------------------------------------------125-134
700-800---------------------------------------------110-122

Heifers/Best #1 Quality
300-400----------------------------------------------140-158
400-500----------------------------------------------127-140
500-600----------------------------------------------120-130
600-700----------------------------------------------110-118
700-800------------------------------------------------97-110

These prices are for the Best #1 Quality Steers & Heifers.
Prices based lower according to quality, conditions, and 

fill.

Receipts from Waco Livestock Auction on January 22, 2019
Head Count of 753

No. 1 Steers 
Under 300 lbs--------------------------------150-190
300-400 lbs-----------------------------------150-185
400-500 lbs-----------------------------------140-165
500-600 lbs-----------------------------------125-150
600-700 lbs-----------------------------------120-140
700-800 lbs-----------------------------------115-135

No. 1 Heifers 
Under 300 lbs--------------------------------130-165
300-400 lbs-----------------------------------130-155
400-500 lbs-----------------------------------120-150
500-600 lbs-----------------------------------115-140
600-700 lbs-----------------------------------115-135
700-800 lbs-----------------------------------105-125

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding--------------------------------44 to 50
Low Yielding---------------------------------35 to 42
Fats---------------------------------------------45 to 53
Thin & Shelly---------------------------------25 to 35

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lbs)
Yield Grade 1&2 ----------------------------65 to 74  

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice--------------------------1000 to 1350
Young Fair-------------------------------800 to 1000
Aged Pairs---------------------------------600 to 800

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker Replacement Cows
450 to 1050

  Hope you can stand another “feeding the cows” story from 
me!  This past week I was off on my way to feeding.  Everything 
was going great, no problems.  WOW!  I thought I was seeing 
a miracle and I believe I was since I asked God to help me this 
time and not let me have the problems I had the week before.  
We have had a lot of rain as I am sure y’all know and to get to 
the Back Herd it is necessary to go down the private road that 
runs along side the ranch.  It is much longer but necessary.  
However, I decided on my own that maybe I would try cutting 
across the pasture in between.  The Colonel had told me not 
to do that because there was a good possibility I could get the 
tractor stuck, but more importantly, he said it was dangerous.  
He said you have to go very fast and if you hit a bump you can 
get thrown off the tractor.
  Well, sometimes I just have to do what someone tells me not 
to do…have always been like that.  So, the decision was made 
that I would give going across that pasture a try.  I certainly 
didn’t want to get stuck but neither did I want to get thrown 
from the tractor.  Off I go in fifth gear.  The hogs have really 
torn that pasture up so I had to watch for the holes they have 
made and it was raining so visibility was not great.  The 
Colonel hadn’t exaggerated when he said it would be rough 
and dangerous.  I was in the air more than I was on the seat 
from all the bumping of the rough field.  Part of the time I took 
to the side of the road that goes through the pasture because 
the road has become rutted, but then the side was rough from 
the hogs rooting too.
  It was a thrill however because I was able to do it and I liked 
the adventure of trying to conqueror it.  One thing I hadn’t 
counted on going to the back I had a hay bale adding weight 
but coming back I didn’t so…it was even rougher!  Fun times 
at the Red Oak Ranch!

Receipts from Buffalo Livestock Marketing showed a total of 939 cattle 
on January 26, 2019 with 180 sellers and 65 buyers.

Slaughter Cows
Cutter Cows----------------------------------------44-63
Fat Cows--------------------------------------------46-60
Canner Cows---------------------------------------15-40

Slaughter Bulls
Heavy Bulls-----------------------------------------65-86
Light Bulls-------------------------------------------57-63

Pairs   
Choice Pairs-------------------------------------------N/T
Good Pairs-------------------------------------1200-1475
Plain Pairs---------------------------------------875-1150
Bred Cows 3-6 yr old--------------------------650-1025

Steer/Bull Calve & Yearlings
150-200 lbs----------------------------------------125-200
200-300 lbs----------------------------------------140-195
300-400 lbs----------------------------------------135-200
400-500 lbs----------------------------------------130-182
500-600 lbs----------------------------------------125-172
600-700 lbs----------------------------------------115-160
700-800 lbs----------------------------------------110-136

Heifer Calves & Yearlings 
150-200 lbs----------------------------------------110-185
200-300 lbs----------------------------------------125-192
300-400 lbs----------------------------------------120-196
400-500 lbs----------------------------------------110-173
500-600 lbs------------------------------------------95-160
600-700 lbs------------------------------------------95-125
700-800 lbs------------------------------------------85-118

These prices reflect the GOOD and CHOICE cattle and the plainer cattle 
would be 25 to 40 dollars behind these figures.

Receipts from Groesbeck Auction & Livestock Co. LLC 
showed a total of 228 head of cattle on January 24, 2019.

Slaughter Cows & Bulls
Cows -----------------------------------------------------31-56
Bulls ------------------------------------------------------68-80

Stocker Cows
Stocker Cows------------------------------------------750-1100
Pairs------------------------------------------------------------N/A

Stocker & Feeder Calves & Yearlings
Steers Good & Choice

300-400 lbs---------------------------------------------190-207
400-500 lbs---------------------------------------------165-182
500-600 lbs---------------------------------------------135-167
600-700 lbs---------------------------------------------130-151
700-800 lbs--------------------------------------------------N/T

Heifers Good & Choice
300-400 lbs----------------------------------------------135-165
400-500 lbs----------------------------------------------127-155
500-600 lbs----------------------------------------------120-145
600-700 lbs----------------------------------------------118-130
700-800 lbs---------------------------------------------------N/T

  Grigsby Quality Satellite Systems
  Elkhart, TX 75839  Since 1961  (903) 764-2773 or (903) 724-1123         

5
Wireless Home Security Systems
No Contract - No Monthly Fees

  Private Applicator Training 
will be held on Friday, 
February 22, 2019.
  Registration: begins at 7:30 
a.m., Training will begin at 
8:00 a.m.; training will end at 
12 noon.
  Location is Fairfield 
Conference Center at the 
Fairgrounds, Fairfield TX.
  Cost is $50 per person, 
training materials will be 
provided.
  Call the Freestone County 
Extension Office 903-389-3436 
to Pre-Register by February 
15, 2019. 
  A private pesticide 
applicator is someone who 
uses or supervises the use of 
restricted-use or state-limited-
use pesticides or regulated 
herbicides to produce an 
agricultural commodity on: 

--Personally owned property;
--Rented property;
--Property owned by his or 
her employer;
--Property under his or her 
general control; or
--The property of another 
person if applied without 
compensation, other than the 
trading of personal services 
between producers of 
agricultural commodities.
  An agricultural commodity 
is a plant or animal grown 
for sale, lease, barter, feed 
or human consumption and 
animals raised for farm or 
ranch work. No license is 
required to apply general-
use pesticides to produce 
agricultural commodities.
  No testing will be conducted 
at this educational event.

  The focus of an upcoming Texas Soil Health Short course 
will be the “Increasing Biological Wealth with Livestock.” 
The event will be held February 26-27, 2019 in Palestine at 
the Civic Center. The short course will offer the opportunity 
to gain a better understanding of soil properties including 
water infiltration, water holding capacity, organic matter 
content, nutrient and energy efficiency.
  It is being facilitated by the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board (TSSWCB), Association of Texas Soil 
& Water Conservation Districts (ATSWCD), USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Texas Wildlife 
Association and hosted by the Anderson-Houston Soil and 
Water Conservation District.
  The short course will feature leading researchers and 
producers in soil health. Speakers include Dr. Christine 
Jones, an internationally renowned and highly respected 
groundcover and soils ecologist from Australia; Dr. Richard 
Teague, Texas A&M AgriLife research ecologist from 
Vernon; David Daigle, rancher from Beauregard Parish, 
Louisiana; Jimmy Downe and Joe Beall, ranchers from 
Anderson County, Texas; and several soil health and range 
management specialists from the NRCS.
  The Texas Soil Health Short Course is designed to provide 
participants with research and experiential learning 
opportunities in dynamic soil properties as well as technical 
information about practical approaches to implementing a 
system to improve soil health. Conservation demonstrations 
and field tours will showcase the functions of a healthy soil 
system and highlight its improved water infiltration, soil 
porosity, increase biological activity, and greater nutrient 
efficiency.
  According to Jason Hohlt, a range management specialist with 
USDA-NRCS, several NRCS staff have been working closely 
with ranchers to implement projects to help identify effective 
soil health practices in East Texas. This event will showcase 
preliminary results from a three-year demonstration project 
aimed at application of commonly discussed management 
practices geared to improve soil health.
  The cost of early bird registration is $50 to secure that 
rate you must be registered by February 15, 2019. Anyone 
registering after February 15th, the cost will be $75. For more 
registration information, or opportunities for your nonprofit 
or association to sponsor the short course, please visit https://
www.texas-wildlife.org/resources/events/texas-soil-health-
short-course  or call Iliana Pena at 210-826-2904.

February 26-27 in Palestine
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Helping families in their time of need since 1946 with:

“Respect, Dignity, Compassion”
450 East Main Street, Fairfield, Texas 75840 - 903.389.9217 - www.Griffin-Roughton.com

Griffin-Roughton

Glen Nichols

--Obituaries

Mark E. Chavers 
Adam & Pam Chavers
For all your insurance needs...
to protect the ones you love.  

903-389-2238
218 S. Hall Street •Fairfield, TX

Eagle
INSURANCE 
SERVICES

www.eagleinsservices.com

HOMETOWN
STORE

909 E. Milam - Mexia
(254) 562-9555

Becky & Bobby McDonald
and staff

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm
Saturday 9am-6pm  Sunday 11am-4pm

EDDIE’S
AUTOBODY

& TIRE
475 W. Commerce

Fairfield, TX 75840
Tires                903-389-3966
Collision Repair       903-389-2912
Fax                903-389-7783

HOMETOWN
PHARMACY
And GIFTS

"More Than Just
A Drug Store"

Vance Oglesbee, Rph

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

903-389-2541
201 E. Commerce * Fairfield

  

 

FREESTONE 
COUNTY 
TIMES

903-389-NEWS

Moore’s Angelic 
Funeral Home

406 W. Monroe St. 
Teague, Texas

254-739-2399

 E.V. Moore, Owner
Total Funeral Planning 

Pre-Need Insurance
Documentation Assistance

Limousine Service
Funeral Escort Service

We Do More Than
                            “Just Home Health Care”&

903-389-9821
www.homehealthhospice.com

“Care for the
Terminally Ill & Families”

Fairfield Location

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
& Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

FREESTONE 
COWBOY CHURCH

Josh Gafford
“JOIN US”

105 FCR 740
Teague, TX

936-348-1987

Griffin-Roughton
Funeral Home

Since 1946

450 E. Main in Fairfield
(903) 389-9217

1530 N. 45th St. in Corsicana
(903) 874-4774

 

Family Owned

Family Managed

 

 

 

526 E. Commerce St.,
Fairfield, Texas

903-389-2235

PHARMACY
PLUS

254-739-2585
600 Main Street, Teague

+ 
A joyful heart
is good medicine.
 Proverbs 17:22 
Free Local Delivery!

FREESTONE QuilT Guild
First Mondays – 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall – 1st UMC - Fairfield, Texas 

FREESTONE CaNCER SuppORT GROup 
1st Tuesdays – 5:30 p.m.
Fairfield Library - Fairfield, Texas

aWE - diNNER & BiBlE STudy
Wednesdays 5:40 a.m. (during school year)
1st United Methodist Church - Fairfield

FREESTONE COuNTy RETiREd TEaChERS 
2nd Wednesdays – 10:30 a.m.
Fairfield Harmony Presbyterian Church
119 W. Main, Fairfield, Texas

FREE iNCOME TaX aSSiSTaNCE
Every Thursday – 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
starting Feb. 7th thru April 11
1st United Methodist Church - Fairfield

FaiRFiEld liONS CluB
2nd & 4th Thursday - 6:00 p.m.
Sam’s Original Restaurant

Everyone is Invited 
COMMuNiTy BiBlE STudy
MEETS EVERY MONDAY 6:30 – 7:30 PM
In the old Oakwood Feed store building
902 W. Broad St. (Hwy. 79 South) in Oakwood
Non-denominational

Include your organization by calling 
903-389-NEWS (6397) or email information 
to news@freestonecountytimes.com

Community Calendar

Come check out Booth #1
at Parker Square Mall in Fairfield
and save 50% OFF ALL CLOTHING!

Looking for Affordable,
Gently Worn Ladies’ Clothing?

Shop their selection of very nice,
gently worn ladies' clothing

at affordable prices!
Sizes 4 Petite through 5X
503 E. Commerce, Fairfield

  Glen Nichols, 84, of Fairfield, 
died Wednesday, January 23, 
2019 in Temple.  Glen was 
born November 21, 1934 in 
Westminster, Texas to parents 
Leo and Billie Trotter Nichols.  
He married his wife Carolyn 
on November 17, 1973 in Del 
Rio, Texas.  Glen had been a 
resident of Fairfield for 35 
years having moved from 

Henderson, Texas.  He was a 
veteran of the U.S. Air Force 
and a member of the V.F.W.  He 
was retired from Big Brown.  
In addition to his parents he 
was preceded in death by one 
brother and three sisters.
  Left to cherish his memory 
is his wife Carolyn; four 
children, Laura Byron and 
husband Howard of Kilgore, 
TX; Larry Nichols of Fairfield; 
Sonny Earnest of Temple 
and Lisa Earnest of Temple.  
three grandchildren, Chance 
Ramsey, Cheyenne Fleming 
and Tara Earnest; two great-
grandchildren Shalynn 
Ramsey and Aston Fleming; 
one sister, Ethelene Collins of 
Bells, TX.
  Private memorial services 
will be held at a later date.
  To view an online obituary, 
send a personalized sympathy 
card, or leave the family 
a personal tribute, please 
visit our website at www.
cappschapel.com

  “Fighting Through The 
Struggle With Love” is the 
theme for the Black History 
program at the Butler 
Community Center, Butler, 
Texas. 
  Come out and enjoy the 
program and afterward, a 
Sweetheart Dinner, which 
highlights Valentine’s 
celebration. 
  Event will be held February 
9, 2019 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH IN FAIRFIELD HONORED four staff members Sunday 
evening with a ‘crock pot dinner’ in recognition of their service to the local church. Congregation 
members prepared thirty-four different dishes along with desserts that certainly gave everyone 
plenty to choose from. Those honored during the evening were Devin DiGuilio, Director of 
Student Ministries, four years of service;  Charlotte Mullen, secretary, 42 years of service; Shelby 
Race, music and education minister, 34 years of service; and Donald Mullen, maintenance 
superintendent, one year of service. (Photo by Billy Patterson)

  Southern Oaks Volunteer 
Fire Department will have 
its annual Chili Supper, Cake 
Auction, & Silent Auction on 
Saturday, February 16, 2019 
beginning at 5:00 p.m.
  Plates are $7 per adult and $3 
for children under 12-years-
old. All monies raised will go 
toward the operation of the 
fire department.
  The event will be held at the 
Fire Department.
  Please join in supporting 
them; for they are always on 
call to help and protect the 
community.

  Pleasant Hills Children’s Home is having their annual 
Rummage Sale this month!
  Come shop for clothes, shoes, books, furniture, toys and more 
starting Thursday, January 31st from 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Friday, 
February 1st from 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.; and Saturday, February 2nd 
from 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. Cash only.
  Pleasant Hills Children’s Home is located halfway between 
Fairfield and Palestine on Highway 84 East. GPS address 
is 170 Private Road 292, Oakwood, Texas 75855. For more 
information call 903-389-2641.

  The National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees Association (NARFE), Chapter 1191, 
will hold its monthly meeting at the Sirloin 
Stockade in Corsicana on Tuesday, 12 Feb 
2019, from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. The Sirloin 
Stockade is located at 2508 W.7th Ave. (TX Hwy 
31) in Corsicana, Texas.
  The guest speaker for the meeting will be Gary 
Price, who with his wife, Sue, own and operate 
the 77 Ranch near Blooming Grove in Western 
Navarro County. They have been active in many 
enterprises which promote the stewardship of 
natural resources and have won many local, 
state, and national awards for their work 
including the Grazing Management Award 
from the Society for Range Management, Lone 
Star Land Steward Award from the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Comm., the Leopold Award from 
the Sand County Foundation, Environmental 
Stewardship Award from the National Cattlemen 
Beef Assn. and the Texas and Southwestern 
Cattle Raiser’s Assn. In addition to raising beef 
cattle, the work at 77 Ranch includes wildlife 
management, wetland and water development, 
restoring quail and wild turkey populations, 
and harvesting nuts from native pecan trees.    
  NARFE Chapter 1191 has members from Ellis, 
Navarro and surrounding counties. Members, 
guests, and all who are part of our federal active 
and retired family are invited. 
  For membership info, contact:  in Corsicana 903-
874-3092, in Ennis 214-949-6197, in Waxahachie 
214-850-4783, in Red Oak 412-722-6307, and in 
Midlothian 972-268-5793.

  A Benefit Golf Tournament will be held in honor of Peyton 
“Peanut” Williams of Teague.
  Peyton is a 7-year-old second grader at Teague Elementary 
who was diagnosed with Lymphoblastic Leukemia and who 
will be receiving chemotherapy treatments for three years.
  This special Four-Person Scramble will be held on Saturday, 
March 23, 2019 beginning at 1:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Golf 
Club.
  Cost is $50 per person.
  Hole Sponsorship is $100.
  All proceeds will go to the Williams family to help offset 
medical costs.
  Follow Peyton’s journey on a special Facebook page titled 
‘Prayers For Peyton.’
  For more information, contact Jackie Dillon at 254-625-1830 
or Ed Prasil at 903-388-4786.

Annual Rummage Sale
at Pleasant Hills Children’s Home

Golf Tournament in March 
Benefits Teague Student

NARFE Meeting February 12 in Corsicana

Chili Supper

Black History 
Month Program
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FEBRUARY IS
PET DENTAL

MONTH
50% OFF

All Routine Dental Cleaning
Extractions Medications, Bloodwork, 
if needed will be additional charges

Limited Space. Call today to schedule 
your pet’s appointment

ADKINS VETERINARY CLINIC
158 Interstate 45 South, Fairfield

903-389-8345

bond. His questioning 
concluded that Parker does 
not have the financial means 
to cover the costs, no bond 
company is willing to take on 
the responsibility, and none 
of Parker’s family members 
are able, or willing, to help.
  Parker explained that her 
husband, who recently filed 
for a divorce, is the only family 
member willing to help her in 
any way.
  She stated that the couple 
owns a home in Teague 
where they have lived for the 
past two years. Her husband, 
Harvey Parker, Jr. is now 
renting a home in Hubbard 
and that he would allow her 
to reside with him there if she 
is capable of making bond.
  “You realize that if the bond 
is lowered you would most 
likely have to wear an ankle 
monitor, which you will have 
to pay for,” said DA Evans. 
“Will you be able to afford 
that?”
  Parker replied that she 
believes she would be able to 
take on that cost.
  “You also realize that you 
will not be able to have contact 
with the victim in this case,” 
he asked; to which she again 
replied that she understood.
  “Where is your daughter 
located now,” he inquired.
  “She is living with her 
biological father,” explained 
Parker.
  After several minutes of 
deliberation, Judge Simmons 
made the decision to lower 
Parker’s bond to $50,000 with 
several conditions to include 
an ankle monitor, a 6:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. curfew, no internet, 
no passport, must stay within 
75 miles of Fairfield at all 
times, must not relocate from 
residence in Hubbard, no 
contact with the victim, and 
twice per month reporting to 
the probation office.
  Unless and until bond can 
be made, Parker will remain 
housed in Limestone County 
Jail.
  Parker has yet to be indicted, 
but DA Evans expects the case 
to go before the Grand Jury in 
February.
  In an exclusive interview 
with The “Times,” DA Evans 
stated that the FBI, State 
Department, and McLennan 
County Sheriff’s Office are 
assisting Freestone County 
Sheriff’s Office in this 
investigation.
  He also confirmed that 
Moroccan authorities have 
been contacted and have 
requested information 
regarding the case through 
their embassy and the State 
Department.
  This case should be tried 
in Freestone County courts 
unless unforeseen events 
occur, according to DA 
Evans.
  Trafficking of a Child for 
Sexual Conduct is a first 
degree felony and carries a 
punishment of five to ninety-
nine years or life in prison.
  When asked if this case is 
part of a larger operation, 
DA Evans replied, “I cannot 
answer that question 
regarding Amber Parker 
until further investigation is 
conducted. However, it is part 
of a larger human trafficking 
problem that is plaguing the 
United States.”
  “There is a large movement 
from lawmakers, law 
enforcement personnel, and 
prosecutors to actively combat 
this issue,” he continues. “This 
includes training to recognize 
situations and the resources 
for agencies to win the fight.”
  The “Times” will continue to 
follow this case and report as 
details become available.
  Nicole Schaefer reporting

looking at nothing else but 
those documents eight hours 
a day and did paperwork,” 
illustrated Messer.
  Messer maintained that due 
to the significance of this case, 
it is only fair to have more 
time to review the documents 
before proceeding.
  He also noted that the 
engineer’s study of the 
facilities was just conducted 
by Teague’s engineering 
firm, TRC Engineers, Inc., 
the previous week, a process 
that has been delayed waiting 
on approval from prison 
administrators.
  However, attorney Eric 
Storm representing the City 
of Fairfield disagreed.
  “Just to read back to the 
volume of the documents, 
obviously that’s a function of 
the breadth of their requests,” 
said Storm.
  He reminded the court that 
their previous hearing, Judge 
Simmons had admonished 
Teague’s attorneys to limit 
their discovery to only the 
issues relating to the plea for 
jurisdiction.
  As an example, he produced 
the most recent request 
received from Teague’s 
attorneys since that hearing 
requesting any and all 
documents regarding 
Fairfield’s prior City 
administrator, including but 
not limited to his personnel 
file.
  Storm called Teague’s recent 
requests for information 
“ridiculously broad” and 
not limited to the plea for 
jurisdiction.
  He explained that Fairfield 
has produced all documents 
relating to TDCJ.
  Storm contended that much 
of the information recently 
requested by Teague’s 
attorneys had either already 
been provided by Fairfield 
earlier in the discovery 
process, or has nothing to do 
with the lawsuit itself.
  “Our motion is purely on the 
law,” Storm affirmed. “We’re 
saying this is not the kind of 
contract for which sovereign 
immunity is waived.”
  Fairfield’s attorneys’ goal 
has been to prove that the 
city maintains sovereign 
immunity, meaning that the 
city is immune from civil 
prosecution. 
  He cited a recent Texas 
Supreme Court ruling stating 
that in order to determine 
whether sovereign immunity 
applies the court must look 
at the original nature of the 
contract.
  The ruling states that the 
focus must be on whether the 
municipality was operating in 
a governmental or propriety 
function when they entered 
the contract, not at the time 
the alleged breach occurred.
  “The law of sovereign 
immunity applies because 
this is an interlocal 
governmental agreement,” 
he explained. “It’s called, in 
fact, the Interlocal Definitive 
Agreement, and by statute 
an interlocal agreement is, 
by law, a contract to perform 
government functions and 
services.”
  He maintained that since 

water and sewer systems 
are governmental functions, 
the nature of the interlocal 
agreement is not a proprietary 
one.
    Storm also informed the 
court that according to the 
Texas Supreme Court, a trial 
court must determine at its 
earliest opportunity whether 
it has the authority to decide 
the case before allowing 
litigation to proceed.
  He accused Teague’s 
attorneys of using stall tactics 
and noted Messer’s expressed 
intent to seek a Rule 172 
audit, which Storm says will 
take the case out of court, 
depriving Fairfield of their 
opportunity for a jury trial, 
and putting the decision in 
the hands of an auditor.
  “We filed our plea for 
jurisdiction October 16th. 
We’ve been waiting for four 
months. We’re entitled to 
our day in court. We need to 
decide if this is the kind of 
case that can go forward or 
not,” concluded Storm.
  “We feel confident that they 
will be denied and we will 
move forward,” responded 
Messer.
  “We will seek an audit. We 
want another third party 
that’s independent to come in 
and look at the books for the 
two cities.”
  “To be fair, it helps us give 
a report to the court. You can 
make that decision, you can 
look at it. We think that’s a 
fair way to go about this.”
  Messer requested that the 
court allow adequate time 
to conduct discovery before 
proceeding with litigation.
  Judge Simmons interjected, 
asking if there is any more 
discovery to be conducted. 
  Messer clarified that the 
additional time requested 
is to review all of the items 
collected during the discovery 
process.
  “I want the most information I 
can get to make this decision,” 
said Judge Simmons, 
reiterating the significance 
of this case and its potential 
to one day be appealed in a 
higher court.
  “Let’s put off this idea that 
somehow this case will be 
resolved in the next month, 
that’s not going to happen,” 
urged Simmons, “But I’d 
like as much information 
as possible to make what 
I would hope would be a 
correct ruling.”
  He asked Storm what 
objections Fairfield has to 
granting another continuance. 
Storm replied that Fairfield 
would be agreeable if 
discoveries would cease.
  Judge Simmons ordered 
an end to discovery and 
depositions for both parties, 
directing Storm and Messer 
to hold off until the time of 
their hearing.
  Furthermore, he requested 
that both parties submit 
their respective case law and 
additional information to him 
to review in the interim.
  Judge Simmons reminded 
both parties to focus on the 
matter at hand - establishing 
the court’s jurisdiction.
  Simmons tentatively set the 
date of February 27th at 1:30 
p.m. in his Freestone County 
Courtroom.
Megan Hempel reporting

-Bond Reduced-
Continued from 1-A

-City Lawsuit-
Continued from 1-A

SHARON RIDGE
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
403 E. Commerce, Fairfield - 903.389.1009

New Year, New Tax Law...
Need Help with Your Taxes?
We are now accepting new 
clients for tax preparation!

Walk-ins Welcome! Or call 
903.389.1009 for an appointment 
Open Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FHS Senior, Anna Kay Williams.
  One of this year’s top two seniors in Fairfield High School’s 
Class of 2019, Anna Kay has been an active in several 
organizations.

  She has served as Drum Major for the Grand Band from Eagle Land and has qualified each year 
for the State Solo and Ensemble Contests, playing the tenor saxophone.
  Anna Kay is Senior Editor for the Eagle Beat and has competed in journalism at both regional 
and state levels.
  And, she has participated in the Drama program, taking on the lead role for the last two 
years.
  “Thank you for being an exemplary example,” said Cox.
  “We do what we do because we love where we live,” stated incoming Chamber Chair, Gail 
Farish.  She recognized each of the Chamber’s volunteer ambassadors before presenting the 
Ambassador of the Year award to Karen Leidy, describing this year’s recipient as going above 

and beyond to “make sure the 
Chamber always shines so 
brightly.”
  Ambassadors for 2019 
include Amy Freeman, Bettye 
Trask, Landis Bayless, Mary 
Small, Karen Leidy, Daniel 
Stauffer, Kris Simmons, Lea 
Anne Somerville, Rachel 
Glander, Tammy Moore, Julee 
Emmons, Ronnie Miller, Sid 
& WA Davis, Kim Bishop, 
Debbie Wilson, Keith Daniels, 
Elizabeth Waters, Rachel 
Middlebrook, Nichole and 
Josh Belile, Jason Pate, Russell 
Gilbreath, Randy Martin, 
Carol Moller, Nichole Fry and 
Lisa Nichols.
  The 2019 Board of Directors 
include Chair – Gail Farish, 
Vice-Chair – Josh Bayless, 
Treasurer – Gina Martin, 
Secretary – Brenda Finley, and 
Directors:  Averie Grant, Libby 
Harris, and Eli Pratt.
  Former Director, Patty Pratt, 
was thanked for her service.
  Brenda Pate serves Fairfield 
Chamber of Commerce as 
Executive Director.  
  Administrative Assistant will 
be Ashley DeVillier, with Lisa 
Schick leaving for a full-time 
position at the end of January.
  The Fairfield Chamber would 
like to thank the following for 

-Banquet Sponsors-
Page 6-A

-Teacher Awards-
Continued from 2-A

Teachers Of The Year
High School | Junior High | Intermediate | Elementary

Student Of The Year
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884 Hwy. 84 West - Teague
254-739-2541

www.teaguenursingcare.com

We love our 
 residents and
  their families!

...and they 
would love a 
visit from you!

We love our 
 residents and
  their families!

...and they 
would love a 
visit from you!

DUELING
PIANOS
sponsored by The City of Fairfield & Trinity Star Arts Council

COME & JOIN US FOR A FUN FILLED EVENING 
FEATURING KARL BERKEBILE & ARCH HOOKS 

SING-ALONG, COMEDY & BATTLE OF THE PIANOS

Friday, February 8th
6:30 p.m.

Social    Dinner    The  Duel
New Orleans inspired menu

Depot X      Cash Bar
$35/PERSON

$400/RESERVED TABLE FOR 8
Tickets at Armadillo Emporium & 
www.TrinityStarArtsCouncil.org

their support:
  Special Sponsors:  Fuel 
Maxx, Community National 
Bank & Trust, Freestone 

Medical Center, Wells Fargo Bank, Oneok, CETA, Texas Central, 
Adrenaline Fitness, and Love’s Travel Stop.
  Door Prizes Donors:  Accessories, Etc., Armadillo Emporium, 
Bayless NAPA Auto Parts, Brenda’s Closet, Creations Flowers 
& Gifts, Theresa Kimball / Hair Trends, East Pine Designs, 
Freestone Cancer Support Group, G-Bar Western Flair & Peridot 
Salon, Juls by Jul, Kennedy’s Korner, Virginia’s Hospice, K. 
Leidy Designs, Premiere Realty, Robinson’s Trading Post, Texas 
Farm Credit, Texas Outfitters & Emporium, Sonic of Fairfield, 
and Willow Basket Bakery.
  Cake Auction Donors:  Josh & Nichole Belile of AirEvac 
Lifeteam, Armadillo Emporium, Bayless NAPA Auto Parts, 
Brenda and Jason Pate, Brenda’s Closet, Centex Credit 
Union, Freestone Cancer Support Group, Fairfield Nursing 
& Rehabilitation, Freestone County Times, Freestone County 
Historical Museum, Freestone Medical Center, G-Bar Western 
Flair / Peridot Salon, Incommons Bank, Juls by Jul, Momma 
Cakes, Odd Ducks Candy Company, Gina Martin of Origami 
Owl, ONCOR, Sonic of Fairfield, Wells Fargo Bank, and Willow 
Basket Bakery.
  Cake Auction was conducted with the assistance of James 
Grant of Grant & Minchew Auction Services.
  Special thanks to Jennifer and Sonny Daniel for donating 
Twisted Vines Event Center, to Jimmy Lee at L&M Trophies, 
and to Gail Farish with Creations for her fabulous expertise 
and assistance with décor.  Balloon flowers were fashioned by 
Tommy Lynch.    
  Reporting by Karen Leidy, photography by Megan Hempel.  
  Purchasing the “Secret Recipe Pound Cake” for the news staff 
to enjoy, valued this year at $350, is Office Manager, Natalia 
Marsters.
  Thanks to all for a wonderful awards banquet!
   

-Banquet Sponsors-
Continued from 5-A

Lifetime Achievement Award
Barney Leach

Legacy Award
Tony Price

Civic Organization Of The Year
Freestone County Historical Museum

Citizen Of The Year
Tammy Gawryszewski



  The Fairfield Eagles split the games this week and fell into 
second place in District 19-4A.  The Eagles dominated Rusk 
on the road 70-33 and lost to district leader Palestine 62-47 on 
Friday at the Johnson Activity Center.
  The Eagles travelled to Rusk for the third game of district 
play against the winless Eagles.  Jaise Oliver and Kobe 
Freeman teamed up for ten points and built a 17-9 lead in the 
first quarter.  They ended the quarter on a 10-0 run.
  Fairfield followed with extending the lead by 10 more when 
Oliver scored six and Daniels hit his first three of the season.  
Keshaun Crenshaw hit a pair in the quarter and the Eagles led 
35-17 at the half.
  Freeman scored the first two baskets of the half, the first 
coming on a dunk.  Daquann McWilliams took over in the 
Eagle backcourt and score a pair of possession, one with a foul 
shot connected to it.  Fairfield closed the quarter on a 13-0 run 
and a 53-23 lead after three quarters.
  Cunningham and Freeman led four double digit scorers with 
13 points.  Oliver had ten and Crenshaw poured in a season 
high 11 with 16 rebounds and 
added four assists.
  Fairfield returned to the 
Johnson Activity Center to 

  A pair of wins last week put the Fairfield Lady Eagles in 
control of first place in the District 19-4A standings.  A road 
win over the Rusk Lady Eagles and a dominating win over the 
Palestine Lady Cats put the Lady Eagles at 6-0 with two games 
remaining.  
  Fairfield travelled to Rusk to battle the Rusk Lady Eagles on 
Tuesday and left with a 40-36 win.  Jada Clark scored six in the 
first quarter and Josey Richardson added a three-pointer and 
took a 14-6 lead after one.  
  Breyanna Dowell scored six of her 12 points in the second 
quarter and had a 22-16 lead.  Free throws told the rest of the 
story.  Clark scored 17 points to lead all scorers in the win.
  Fairfield returned home to face the Palestine Lady Cats in a 
pivotal district contest.  They would tangle with perhaps the 
premier player in the district in senior Destanee Matthews.  
She had scored some high point totals and the hopes of the 
Lady Cats fell on her shoulders.
  The Lady Eagles did a spectacular job of defending the 
scorer.  They held Matthews scoreless through the first half 
on 12 shot attempts.  The Lady Eagles hit nine of 14 in the first 
quarter and scored the first 
18 points of the game.  The 
Fairfield defense had seven 
steals and Belle Johnson hit a 
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254-223-2958
WACO LIVESTOCK AUCTION

2316 Marlin Hwy. 6 East, Waco

903.389.YUMM
680 W. Hwy 84
Fairfield, Texas

201 E. Commerce Street, Fairfield
903.389.2541

HOMETOWN PHAR MACYx

450 East Main Street, Fairfield   903.389.9217

Griffin-Roughton
FUNERAL HOME

MG AUTOMOTIVE
903-389-6707  524 N. Fairway, Fairfield
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. & Sat. 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

CAPPS TRUE VALUE
HARDWARE & AG CENTER
512 W. Hwy 84, Fairfield  903-389-4505

I-45 RESTAURANT
AND COFFEE SHOP

450 I-45 in Fairfield

DICK SCOTT FORD
401 North Sherman, Mexia

254-562-3864  DickScottFordInc.com JEWETT, TEXAS

NUCOR NUCOR 

838 Highway 179, Teague (Dew)
Open 6 a.m. - 7 p.m.    Closed Sundays

466 I-45 WEST, FAIRFIELD  903-389-3869 

I-45 TIRE
& WRECKER SERVICE

Since 1913
Farmers State Bank

360 West Commerce Street, Fairfield

903.389.7999

390 East I-45
Fairfield, Texas
903.389.SAMS  

SamsOriginal.com 

905 W. Highway 84
Fairfield

903.389.3000

Groesbeck Auction
& Livestock Company

254-729-3277
Sale Every Thursday at Noon

113 E. College St.
in Fairfield

903-389-3434Memorial Chapel

254.739.2585  600 Main St., Teague
Your Good Neighbor Pharmacy - FREE Home Delivery

3T Brush
Control, LLC

903-390-0763

903-389-7497
KENT TRUCKING
Supporting the Eagles,

Lions, and Bulldogs!

211 W. Main St., Fairfield
C4C

CALL 4 COMPUTERS
903-389-6942

THEE HOSPICE
903.389.9821

303 East Commerce, Fairfield 254-562-7744
1784 W. Hwy. 84, Mexia

CARPET COUNTRY

Hwy. 84 & I-45, Fairfield

109 S. Mount, Fair�ield - 903.389.3244

The Law Of�ice of
Chad Morgan, P.C.

680 W. Hwy. 84
Fairfield

903-389-5555

416 W. Commerce
Fairfield, Texas
903.389.5375

COUNTRY CABANA 4 PAWS, LLC
1207 Hwy. 84 West, Teague

254.739.5656

D&D INSULATION
FAIRFIELD, TEXAS

903.389.5705    903.388.2435

Heavy Equipment & Truck Repair
DAY BOYS SHOP

254-472-0000  1402 W. Hwy. 84, Mexia

RUTHERFORD AUTO, INC.
202 W. Commerce, Fairfield 903-389-4146

SUPERIOR FINANCE CASH & TITLE LOANS
Fairfield 903-389-4146 & Groesbeck 254-729-2942

903.389.8686
415 W. Commerce, Fairfield

INCOMMONS
BANK

FAIRFIELD
PAINT & BODY
1351 W. Hwy. 84, Fairfield   903-389-3312  

Give us a call whenever you need
a tow or roadside assistance!

24 HOUR TOWING HOTLINE 903-644-500124 HOUR TOWING HOTLINE 903-644-5001

Wheel Alignment - Mechanical Repairs - Tires
Detailing - Car Rental - Competitive Rates 

Complete Computer Diagnosing
All Insurance Claims

Our staff  are I-Car Certified Technicians and
ASE Certified Mechanical Technicians

FLYING OVER ELKHART FOR THE SHOT is 
Teague Lion #2, Keshawn Rice.  The Teague Boys 
Varsity team won the game with a score of 71-43.  
(Photos by Melissa Lee)

PLAYING STRONG DEFENSE against Elkhart 
is Teague’s #24, Meeyah Davis.  The Lady Lions 
demolished their opponents with a score of 83-10.

FLYING BETWEEN TWO WILDCATS is Devin Cunningham 
(at left) who added to the Eagle scoreboard.

ANOTHER TWO POINTS for the Lady Eagles with this layup 
by Jaida Clark (at left).  (Photos by Melissa Lee)

Eagles Fall From Lead

District Lead For Ladies

-Lady Eagles-
Page 2-B

-Eagles-
Page 2-B



-Eagles-
Continued from 1-B
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TEAGUE TACTICAL
& SPORTING GOODS
839 Hwy. 84 West, Teague, 254-739-2551
teaguetacticalsupply.com    

Guns & Ammo, RV Parts & Accessories, Hunting & Fishing 
Supplies, Live Bait, Sports Equipment, and Much More

WAS $8995

NOW
ONLY
$6995

Sale ends 2/1/19

FISH DAY!
It’s Time To Stock Your Pond!

Delivery Will Be:

FISHWAGON
www.fishwagon.com

To Place an Order Call

1-800-643-8439

Palestine 1:15 - 2:00 @ Iron Gate Feed
Fairfield  3:00 - 3:45 @ Fairfield Farm & Ranch

Mexia 4:15 - 5:00 @ Sheffield Farm & Ranch Supply

Wednesday, February 20
Dawson 10:45 - 11:30 @ JPM Farm Store
Thursday, February 14

take on the Palestine Wildcats.  
At the beginning of the game, 
the teams were tied for first in 
the district race.  
  D’Michael Bellfield scored 
the first points of the game 
and Eric Carthen added a 
three pointer.   Freeman scored 
the first four of the game for 
the Eagles to keep the game 
close in the early moments.  
Matt Wages built a five-point 
lead with a three pointer and 
Quentin Cook scored a layup 
in the final seconds for a 17-10 
lead after one quarter.
  Oliver scored and was fouled 
to complete the three-point 
play and had a put back to 
close the gap.  He scored 12 
of the 13 points in the quarter 
and were able to close the 
gap to 29-23, but the Eagles 
missed all 11 of their three-
point attempts.  Palestine hit 
four shots in a row, coupled 
with a Wages three-pointer.
  Palestine scored on their first 
three possessions, Bellfield 
scored eight in the quarter 
after foul trouble in the first 
half.  Wages and Enoch Fatade 
scored and forced a Fairfield 
timeout.  They would hit four 
more in the quarter, while 
the Eagles only hit three of 16 
from the field.  Fairfield was 
outscored 17-6 in the frame 
and the Wildcat lead swelled 
to 46-27.  
  Fairfield missed their first 
18 three pointers in the game 
before DJ Houston hit three in 
the fourth quarter.  Bellfield 
scored nine to seal the game 
and the 62-47 win.
  Oliver scored 18 in the game 
to lead the way.  Wages scored 
16 and Bellfield added 17 of 
his game high 22 in the second 
half for the Wildcat win.
  Fairfield has an open date 
on Tuesday and will travel to 
Mexia to take on the Blackcats 
on Friday very important 
contest.
  Scott Batts reporting.

pair of three pointers.  Ranina 
Hanzik hit a shot with 1:39 
remaining in the first quarter 
and the Lady Eagles enjoyed 
a 21-2 lead.
  Fairfield followed the first 
quarter with making five of 
seven from the field in the 
second and extended the lead 
to 32-9.  Braden Bossier scored 
five in the quarter and Teyalla 
Simpson scored a basket.  
Lex Calhoun scored four for 
Palestine.
  The Lady Eagles ran some 
clock in the third quarter 
and continued the masterful 
defensive job on Matthews.  
She scored her first basket of 
the game and scored eight in 
the quarter, but the game was 
a runaway and she was forced 
to keep shooting.  Jarahle 
Daniels hit a three at the 
buzzer to extend the lead by 
another three to 44-18 heading 
into the final quarter.  
  Bossier had 14 points and 11 
rebounds and Dowell added 
12 points.  
  Scott Batts reporting.

-Lady Eagles-
Continued from 1-B

Exclusive
Countywide

News Coverage

  Get ready.
  The annual Jay Alderman 42 Tournament is being hosted 
Saturday, February 9, 2019 at the Family Life Center at Teague 
First Baptist Church.
  Registration begins at 1:30 p.m.; tournament play starts at 
2:00 p.m.
  Beginners are welcome.  Cost is $20 per person and include 
a lunch plate.
  First place will receive a Hyo silver belt buckles; Second place 
will earn engraved dominoes.
  The top team from Freestone County will advance to the Go-
Texan Domino Tournament.
  There will also be a bake sale during the tournament.
  All proceeds benefit the scholarship fund for Teague seniors, 
in memory of Jay Alderman.
  For more information, call or text 903-388-6456. 

  Applications for the 2019 
BTW/ JA Brooks Scholarships 
are now available. 
  Any student applying must 
be a descendant of the BTW / 
JA Brooks schools or a Teague 
ISD graduating student.  
  All high school counselors 
in Freestone County have 

applications for distribution. 
Students and counselors are 
asked to review the detailed 
criteria in the application and 
respond to each one listed. 
  For more information, send 
an email to dnrnealy@gmail.
com. 

  The Second Annual 
Trooper Damon 
Allen Memorial Golf 
Tournament will be held 
Saturday, May 4, 2019 at 
Tri-County Golf Club at 
the Vineyards.
  Cost is $80 per player, or 
$320 for a foursome.
  Sponsorships are 
available:
--$100 – Hole sign
--$200 – Hole sign, 1 
golfer & dinner
--$500 – Banner mention
--$750 – Team entry, 
dinners & banner 
mention.
  Proceeds will benefit the 
Damon Allen Scholarship 
Fund.
  For more information, 
contact one of the 
following:
--Keri Jenson at kerij1028@
gmail.com
--Timmy Campbell at 
903-922-5932
--damonallenmemorial@
gmail.com 

  Get your tickets for A Winter 
Dance, featuring Pushwater, 
on Saturday, February 16, 2019 
from 8:00 p.m. to midnight at 
Twisted Vines Event Center 
in Fairfield, Texas.
  This event is a fundraiser for 
Lemonade Day, a National 
Entrepreneur Program for 
FISD students.
  Over forty intermediate 
students participated in 
the pilot program last year, 
learning all the ins and outs of 
“owning” their own business.  
Teacher and small business 
owner, Gina Martin, leads the 
program. 

  VIP Tables are still available 
for this event.  Tables for eight 
are $400 and include a beer 
tasting event from 6:30-7:30 
p.m.
  Sponsor Tables for eight are 
available for $500, includes the 
beer tasting event, and gets 
your logo on the Lemonade 
Day backpacks for students.
  Doors open at 7:30 p.m. for 
single ticket holders.  Tickets 
are $25 per person.
  This event is hosted 
by Fairfield Chamber of 
Commerce.  For more 
information, call 903-389-
5792.

  The 7th Annual War on Hogs hunt will be 
held February 15-17, 2019, benefiting the 
Wortham Police Department Reserves War 
on Drugs.
  This year there are two divisions: 
--Dog Hunt (Knife Kills ONLY) - Maximum of 
six-man team. Entry fee is $600.
--Conventional Hunting - Maximum of two-
man team. Entry fee is $200.
  All divisions have $50 side-pots for biggest 

boar, biggest sow, and longest cutters.
  First, Second, and Third Place teams will 
receive buckles. A bonus will be offered to the 
team with the most hogs weighted.
  There will also be many door prizes!
  Hunting begins at 3:00 p.m. Friday, February 
15th.
  For more information, or to register, contact 
the Wortham Police Department, located at 
104 W. Concho Street, at 254-765-3319.

  Teague FFA is hosting its Sixth Annual 
Varmint Hunt on Friday and Saturday, 
February 1-2, 2019.
  Entry Fees are $200 for a 2-4 person team.
  Payout is $1,000 and four buckles for First 
Place and $500 and four knives for Second 
Place.
  Side Pots include Winner Takes All (100% 
payout), and $25 each for Heaviest Coon, 
Heaviest Coyote, Heaviest Hog, and Heaviest 
Bobcat.
  All counties are acceptable to hunt!
  Eligible varmints for points (15 animal cap 
out on each species): Coons - $10, Coyotes - 

$50, Hogs - $5, Skunks - $5, Bobcats - $75, Fox 
- $75, Opossum - $10, Mountain Lion - $250, 
Chupacabra - $250.
  A polygraph will be administered to the 
winning teams, performed by Bobby Rachel 
of Polygraph Services and Investigations, 
LLC.
  Check-in is on Friday, February 1st from 
3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Weigh-in will be 
Saturday, February 2nd from 7:00-8:00 p.m.; 
both at the Teague ISD AG building.
  For questions or more information, call 
Chance Sullivan at 254-424-6901 or the Teague 
Ag Department at 254-739-1560.

  Raffle tickets are available for purchase a La Quinta Inn & 
Suites in Fairfield, Texas.
  Proceeds will benefit the family of seven-year-old Lexie 
Neptune, who has been fighting a brain tumor since the age 
of three.
  First place winner will receive a free stay at La Quinta and 
a bottle of wine to celebrate with their Valentine sweetheart.  
Second place winner will receive a free stay at the Hampton 
Inn & Suites in Buffalo.
  Additional prizes include facials, eyebrow waxes, gift cards, 
hog hunt show VIP tickets, Jimbo art, and coupons for Te’jun 
the Texas Cajun dinner.
  Tickets are one (1) for $5 or six (6) for $20.  Be sure to write 
your phone number each ticket you purchase.
  The fundraiser is being organized by Thomas Rodgers of 
Fairfield, Texas.  
  Drawing will be held via Facebook Live on Sunday, February 
10, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
  If you would like to donate additional prizes, of for more 
information, contact Rodgers at 903-390-3785.
  PLEASE NOTE:
1. Hotel stay will be free, but require a card to 
check-in per hotel policy in case of damages. 
2. Those under the age of 18 are not eligible to win a hotel stay; 
and those under 21 are not eligible to win a bottle of wine.
3. Hotel stays are booked for Valentine’s day, 
but may be changed according to availability.  
4. Additional raffle prizes for 3rd, 4th, etc. draws may be 
announced at a later date.

Fifth Annual Iigurubando
Small Town Anime Convention A Hit

ALL AgES cAmE OuT fOr ThiS yEAr’S Iigurubando Con in Fairfield this weekend.  
This young man (left) had much to say to a fellow Star Wars fan.  The “Lady Power” Panel 
(above) featured musicians, artists and anime professionals.  Proceeds from this event benefit 
Fairfield Band Boosters.  (Photos by Megan Hempel)

Teague FFA Host Varmint Hunt

Wortham War On Hogs Hunt

Valentine’s Day Raffle

Pushwater Performs Feb. 16
Winter Dance Benefits Lemonade Day

BTW / JAB Scholarship Apps

Beginners Welcome:
42 Tournament Saturday

Memorial Golf 
Tournament
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Have an
OLD FASHIONED
Sundae & Burger

680 West Highway 84  Fairfield680 West Highway 84  Fairfield680 West Highway 84  Fairfield

Enjoy Casual Dining in a

Friendly 50’s Atmosphere!
Enjoy Casual Dining in a

Friendly 50’s Atmosphere!

--Entertainment
ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, save up your energy because you might need it for a 
difficult project on the horizon. This could mean you have to 
keep socializing to a minimum.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you have been on a stable path, and this is a good 
thing. Wasting time floundering will get you nowhere fast. 
Keep up the good work and momentum.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
A rough patch or string of bad luck will soon pass, Gemini. 
Focus on the positives in your life and give them all of your 
energy for the time being. Gray skies will clear up.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, a great opportunity is coming your way and you are 
eager to dive right in. Write down the pluses and minuses of 
this endeavor before getting too deep. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, ensure that your voice is heard on a particular matter; 
otherwise, you may regret not speaking up. Wait until others 
are quiet to get your point across.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, if you’ve been looking for a new career, you may 
be pleasantly surprised with the news coming your way. 
Opportunity knocks, but you must be paying attention.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Extra spending on essentials may have you reevaluating your 
budget this week, Libra. You might need to cut corners to 
make everything work, or find new income. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, it seems the bumpy stretch in your life has been long, 
but you’re finally able to see that pot of gold at the end of the 

rainbow. Keep your head high. 

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
A relationship may be blossoming and you won’t be sure 
which direction it will go for a little longer. If you trust your 
instincts on this and be yourself, things will work out.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, you will prove your mettle and show everyone just 
how tough you can be with a surprising announcement this 
week. Be prepared for some applause. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, even though many things are changing in your 
life right now, you’ll probably find that you welcome change 
whole-heartedly. It’s time to shake things up.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Moving in a new direction can mean many things to you, 
Pisces. A change of address, a vacation, a new career, or even 
a new style fit the bill.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
JANUARY 27
Patton Oswalt, Actor (50)
JANUARY 28
Sarah McLachlan, Singer (51)
JANUARY 29
Justin Hartley, Actor (42)
JANUARY 30
Brooke Hyland, Dancer (21)
JANUARY 31
Justin Timberlake, Singer (38)
FEBRUARY 1
Ronda Rousey, MMA fighter (32)
FEBRUARY 2
Gerard Pique, Athlete (32)

Weekly Horoscopes
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GENERAL DENTISTRY

903-872-8422
Implant Dentures in One Day!

Family  Cosmetic  Wisdom Teeth
Sedation  Oral Surgery

1430 West 2nd Avenue  Corsicana 

WWW.JUSTWRIGHTDENTAL.COM

526 E. Commerce Street Fairfield  903-389-2235

Let us help!

Get the Best
Refund Possible!
 

Get the Best
Refund Possible!
 

Dear Editor,

  City Council members are 
elected to help carry the 
burden of local government 
for their fellow citizens.  
Adding millions of dollars 
to an almost paid debt seems 
an odd way to help carry 
a burden.  Adding onto an 
existing bond, consolidating, 
or even a totally new bond 
issue may be legal, but doesn’t 
seem very ethical without 
input from our citizens.  If 
we, the community, have no 
say in the matter, some of us 
reading this letter will be dead 
and gone by the time the full 
debt is paid, and we will have 
shouldered our children with 
the load, and our streets will 
still be full of potholes by then.  
The citizens should vote on 
increasing our bonds unless it 
is an emergency.  This is not.
  I suggest we have a reputable 
firm not connected with the 
city do a structural study of 
our present building, and let’s 
see just what we have, and 

if it can be fixed.  We need a 
landscape firm to show us 
how to divert the runoff water 
from City Hall; perhaps using 
retaining walls and French 
drains.  The point is – instead 
of crying “the sky is falling,” 
and running off to pour 
millions of dollars into another 
old building; why not explore 
other options and costs first?  I 
want to know what we have, 
and what repair or upgrade 
possibilities there are before 
we haul off and perhaps go 
into unnecessary debt.  Don’t 
you?
  With the economic downturn 
in our area, we need to take 
a much more conservative 
approach to resolving this 
issue by focusing on needs, 
not wants.

Jo Olive Watson Zickhur
Fairfield, Texas

Editor’s Note:  Turn to page 1-D 
for news coverage of the proposed 
bond by Fairfield City Council.

  Committee assignments 
were announced recently for 
the 86th Texas Legislature.  
  Representing local voters, 
Representative Cody Harris 
(Dist. 8) is serving his first 
year in the Texas House.  
He represents Anderson, 
Freestone, Hill and Navarro 
Counties.
  Harris will serve on three 
committees:  natural resources, 
energy resources, and local & 
consent calendars.
  “I’m fortunate that all three 
committees will allow me 
to represent House District 
8 in significant ways, and I 
am enthusiastic to see what 
is in store for the next few 
months,” says Rep. Harris.
  Senator Charles Schwertner 
(Dist. 5) is beginning his third 
term in the Texas Senate.  His 
constituents encompass a 
ten-county area that includes 
Brazos, Freestone, Grimes, 
Leon, Limestone, Madison, 
Milam, Robertson, Walker 
and Williamson Counties.
  Schwertner has been 
appointed as vice-chairman 
of the intergovernmental 
relations committee and will 
also serve on transportation, 
agriculture, business and 
commerce, veterans affairs, 
and border security.

Teague’s Pavilion Committee
Reviews Engineers’ Report, Prepares 
to Make Official Recommendations
  “The existing structure has 
outlived its useful life and needs 
to be removed,” read the official 
report compiled by Structural 
Design Consulting, and the 
City’s engineering firm TRC 
Engineers, Inc. following their 
inspection of the pavilion on 
January 4, 2019 as directed 
by the city’s Park Pavilion 
Committee.
  The long-awaited structural 
recommendation report 
evaluating the structural 
integrity and ultimately 
determining the fate of the 
one hundred year old 8th 
Avenue Park Pavilion in 
Teague was reviewed by the 
committee Monday, January 
28th.
  Due to numerous structural 
deficiencies, the facility 
is deemed unsafe in its 
current condition. Engineers 
recommend that the pavilion 
remains closed to the public 
and removed in its entirety.
  “Any attempt to properly 
repair or renovate the structure 
would require the pavilion to 
be taken down completely to its 
foundation and rebuilt.”
  Engineers submitted their 
executive summary, noting 
that the structure does 
not conform to the 2015 
International Building Code 
or the National Specification 
for Wood Construction and 

listing such deficiencies 
as rotted column bases, 
poorly designed structural 
framing, truss support that 
has separated and very near 
catastrophic failure, rafters 
support beams near failure, 
under-sized roof rafters and 
beams, and more.
  The Committee voted to 
accept the engineers’ report, 
agreeing unanimously 
to present their official 
recommendation for 
demolition of the Pavilion 
structure at the next meeting 

of the City Council for 
consideration and action by 
the board of Aldermen.
  In the meantime, the 
Committee will solicit all-
inclusive bids for demolition 
from at least three contractors 
based on the scope of work 
to be determined by Public 
Works Director Jacob Cowling 
and Alderman Jerry Ballew, 
agreeing to meet again for 
more discussion when the 
bids are received.
  Furthermore, the Committee 
took steps to work toward 
preserving the history 
of the Pavilion through 
detailed photographs and 
a commemorative plaque; 
making salvageable materials 
available to the public if 
possible; and scheduling 
workshops and other means 
of gathering the public’s 
input for new facilities at the 
8th Avenue Park.  
  The Committee will continue 
to work with the City Council 
throughout this process to 
represent the public’s interest 
in this very significant 
project.
  Some discussion of the 
project may be held at the 
City’s Budget Town Hall 
meetings on February 4th 
at 10 a.m. and February 5th 
at 6 p.m. at the Community 
Center. Teague City Council 
will meet Tuesday, February 
19th at 6 p.m. at City Hall
  The Times will continue 
to follow the project as it 
progresses.
Megan Hempel reporting

Our Town 
Meeting Friday

  The first meeting of the 
Our Town committee will be 
this Friday, February 1, 2019 
beginning at 12:00 noon in the 
meeting room at the Fairfield 
Chamber of Commerce.
  Members will be using 
the results of a community 
survey to work on ways of 
promoting our small town to 
bring visitors – and money – 
to the area.  The planning of 
future activities and festivals 
will also be discussed.
  Those interested in joining 
Our Town committee may call 
Brenda Pate at 903-389-5792, 
send a text to Karen Leidy at 
903-388-3792, or an email to 
ourtownfftx@gmail.com 

Bring Your Ideas
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903-723-0900
www.bellaseraranch.com

286 ACR 1400/FM322-Palestine
WHERE Happily Ever After BEGINS...

Special EventsReceptionsWeddings
Photography by Lee Loveless

On-Site Professional
Catering Available

Packages to meet any budget!
All Inclusive, Budget Inclusive,

Venue and DIY 

Experience the Elegance
and Southern Charm
of Bella Sera Ranch.

Making Life's Milestones Memorable

254.399.9204 1 Pavilion Way, Woodway
www.Woodway-Texas.com             www.StayInnWoodway.org

Come and celebrate life’s most 
important moments surrounded by 
the beauty and tranquility of nature.  The Pavilion

at the Carleen Bright Arboretum
   …the Perfect Place

The Perfect Place for Weddings, Receptions, Rehearsal Dinners, Business Retreats, Conventions, and More

Photography courtesy of Beyond Clicks & Natalie’s Photography   Gowns provided by Georgio’s Bridal & Prom

You’ve made a huge investment
  in that beautiful wedding gown...

Now preserve it in
Heirloom Quality for
the next generation.

LAUNDRY & CLEANERS

118 W. Commerce, Fairfield

GOOD
NEIGHBOR
903.389.6206 And his raiment became shining,

exceeding white as snow; so as no
fuller on earth can white them.

             - Mark 9:3

Celebrating 24 Years of
Serving Freestone County

254.739.5402
254 Hwy. 84 West, Teague

Something old, something new...

OLD TOWN RELICS
ANTIQUE & COLLECTABLE MERCANTILE

M-F 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. & Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

922 East Commerce, Buffalo
903-322-2445

M-F 10-5:30 and Saturday 10-3 pm

Freeman’s Flowe� 

127 East Reunion, Fairfield
903-389-5887    903-390-0788

Freeman’s  Flowe�

Creations
 Flowers & Gifts
Special Occasion Arrangements, Flowers, Gifts & more

903.389.5990
305 E. Commerce, Fairfield 
Gail Farish, Owner

Creating beautiful bouquets and
arrangements for your special day!

  Wedding planning often 
begins moments after couples 
get engaged. Once a ring is 
presented, a new chapter in a 
relationship is born.
  While couples remember 
the sentiments and the 
style of their engagements 
forever, the engagement 
ring serves as the lasting 
symbol of that momentous 
occasion. Choosing the 
right engagement ring is 
complicated. Such a decision 
involves knowing what a 
future spouse desires in a 
ring and balancing those 
desires with budget. 
  Shopping for an engagement 
ring can be both nerve-
wracking and exciting. But 
there are ways to make the 
process go as smoothly as 
possible.
  --Listen carefully anytime 
jewelry is discussed. Getting 
an idea of which style of 
jewelry the love of your life 

prefers requires keeping your 
eyes and ears open anytime 
jewelry is mentioned. Subtle 
hints may be dropped and 
pages to magazines may 
be folded back to provide a 
nudge in the right direction. 
It’s also perfectly fine to ask 
for your future spouse’s input, 
particularly if you’ve already 
spoken about marriage and 
know that an engagement is 
on the horizon.
  --Have a good idea on 
the shape of the stone. All 
gemstones need to be cut in 
particular ways so that they 
reflect light and sparkle. 
Stones are also cut in specific 
shapes that provide the 
overall form of the stone. 
These include round, princess, 
emerald, oval, marquise, 
and pear, among others. 
Many people have distinct 
preferences when it comes to 
the shape of the ring. Keep in 
mind that some shapes are 

more common than others 
and some may be more 
expensive as well. According 
to Long’s Fine Jewelers, 
round cut diamonds are the 
most popular today and also 
some of the most expensive. 
Marquise and oval also tend 
to be pricey. Princess and 
emerald cut diamonds may 
be more affordable, offers 
Genesis Diamonds.
  --Know all the specs. Buying 
an engagement ring means 
being armed with a lot of 
knowledge. In addition to 
shape, there are the four Cs 
to consider. These refer to 
the stone’s cut, carat, clarity, 
and color, and will determine 
the financial value of the 
gemstone. Take some time to 
learn about each of the four 
Cs so you can make a more 
informed decision when 
visiting the jeweler. 
  --Shop around. Not all 
jewelers are the same, and you 

want to find one with whom 
you feel comfortable and 
believe you will get the best 
value for your money. Believe 
it or not, you can purchase 
the ring in two parts - opting 
to shop for a setting from 
one place and a stone from 
another. Jewelers will often 
do whatever is necessary to 
make their customers happy, 
so don’t be afraid to ask for 
customization.
  Engagement ring buyers 
may also want to consider 
gemstones other than 
diamonds. Buyers also must 
know their beloved’s ring 
size before buying the ring. 
Brilliant Earth jewelry says 6 
to 6.5 are the most common 
ring sizes. 
  When shoppers are prepared, 
the engagement ring-buying 
process is that much easier.  

Engagement Ring Guide
What To Know When Shopping for Your Ring  Some brides may feel beholden to the color white on their 

wedding days, at least in regard to their gowns. Those 
who do often embrace the opportunity to showcase their 
personal styles and set the mood for their nuptials by 
embracing various colors throughout their ceremonies and 
receptions.
  According to the bridal guide A Practical Wedding, 
wedding colors can give couples a starting-off point for 
all of the other details of their weddings. This ensures the 
wedding ultimately has a cohesive look. Colors need not 
necessarily match, but borrowing on similar hues can make 
it easier to plan wedding party wardrobes, flowers, table 
linens, and much more.
  Colors can come from anywhere, but many couples try 
to coordinate their color schemes with the season in which 
the wedding takes place. In fact, couples who are finding it 
difficult to decide on a palette can look to seasonal colors for 
inspiration. For example, pastels and blooming flowers can 
set the scene for spring weddings, while jewel tones and 
rich reds and greens may be fitting for winter ceremonies. 
  Some couples opt for more loosely defined color palettes, 
such as neutral and natural colors. Country and garden 
weddings can borrow ideas from the landscape, with 
natural linens paired with wildflowers. Using whites, grays 
and beiges enables couples to add a pop of color without 
overwhelming the setting.
  Brides magazine suggests that couples avoid choosing too 
many colors. A maximum of three with one metallic can 
ensure that things look cohesive without being over-the-
top. Also, brides and grooms needn’t feel pressured by the 
‘hot’ colors of the moment. As with clothing and hairstyles, 
trends change. It is better to select colors that will stand the 
test of time and look good for years to come.
  Couples may have to incorporate colors already at their 
wedding venues into their style. Fortunately many reception 
sites are outfitted in neutral tones to enable customization. 
  The wedding resource The Knot also says having a basic 
knowledge of the color wheel can help. Typically, colors that 
pair well together are those that are opposites on the color 
wheel. Also, colors that share proximity on the color wheel 
will have similar tones and play well together. Examples 
of opposite colors include purples and yellows, reds and 
greens, and oranges and blues.
  Couples should not be afraid to take some chances with 
their color palettes, especially if they want to make a bold 
and modern statement.  

Choosing Wedding
Color Palettes
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Springfield Hall is an event center located 
in Limestone County, adjacent to Historic 
Fort Parker and Fort Parker State Park.

The dramatic hall opens to a spacious 
covered patio.

From birthday parties to weddings,
our venue is the right venue for all 
celebrations and events.

Bridal Fair Coming Soon: May 5th, 2019

SPRINGFIELD HALL
199 Park Road 35 Groesbeck, Texas
ec@springfieldhalltx.com  www.springfieldhalltx.com

All of your Wedding Day needs are covered at

Get Ready for Your Big Day with
Three Tanning Beds, Spray Tans,
Hair & Makeup, Facials,
Massage Therapy, Eyelash
Extensions, Tuxedo Rentals

844 Hwy. 84 West
Teague, Texas
254-739-2121

...and even a little something
     to wear on your honeymoon!

501 Main Street
Teague, Texas
254-739-5885

The Iron 
Horse&

SalonTuxedo Rentals, Tanning 
Beds, & Massage 
Therapy Offered 

Exclusively at Deja Vu

Spray Tans & Facials 
Offered Exclusively

at Iron Horse

  Weddings are memorable 
for a host of reasons. While 
couples remember their 
weddings because they mark 
the day they officially tied the 
knot, guests may remember 
weddings for other reasons, 
including the food served at 
the reception.
  --Don’t zero in on specialties. 
While couples might be 
tempted by specialty 
dishes when choosing their 
wedding menus, couples 
who are hosting dozens, if not 
hundreds, of guests should 
keep things simple. 
  --Consider potential allergies. 
In regard to entrees, make sure 
guests with food allergies can 

choose something that won’t 
make them sick.
  --Don’t hesitate to offer a 
favorite food. While specialty 
entrees might not be a great 
choice, especially at large 
receptions where lots of 
mouths must be fed, a couple 
who has a favorite food that’s 
symbolic of their relationship 
should not hesitate to offer it 
during the cocktail hour. For 
example, a couple who met in 
Thailand may want to offer a 
favorite Thai dish.
  --Offer an elaborate dessert. 
The last bite guests will take 
is dessert, so couples who 
want their guests to go home 
raving about the food may 

want to offer something 
special after the entrees 
have been taken away. Some 
guests may not indulge, but 
those who do might end 
their nights thinking about 
the delicious dessert they 
enjoyed as the festivities 
drew to a close. If the dessert 
is especially unique, offer 
something more traditional 
alongside it for more hesitant 
guests.
  Choosing a wedding menu 
should be fun. Menus should 
reflect not only couples’ 
tastes but also include some 
popular foods so no one goes 
home hungry.  

Tips for Choosing Your Menu
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Susie Cates
Independent Beauty Consultant

171 CR 1291
Fairfield, Texas 75840
903.389.3899
903.879.0744
susiecates@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/susiecates

Shop online with me 24/7

415 Main Street, Teague
254-739-2574  withrowfurniture.com

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.   Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We also accommodate special
orders, so that you get 

EXACTLY what you want!

Withrow Furniture carries
best-selling brands such
as Ashley, BeautyRest,

and many more.

Sandals® is a registered trademark. Unique Vacations, Inc., is the
affiliate of the worldwide representative of Sandals Resorts.

At Sandals® Resorts, your 

destination wedding unites 

with the endless amenities

of the Luxury Included®

Honeymoon to create the 

exclusive WeddingMoon®.

It’s the perfect start to the 

perfect marriage where 

your honeymoon begins

the moment you say, 

“I do.”  

Sandals® is a registered trademark. Unique Vacations, Inc., is the
affiliate of the worldwide representative of Sandals Resorts.

At Sandals® Resorts, your 

destination wedding unites 

with the endless amenities

of the Luxury Included®

Honeymoon to create the 

exclusive WeddingMoon®.

It’s the perfect start to the 

perfect marriage where 

your honeymoon begins

the moment you say, 

“I do.”  

Fran Lindsey,
CTC, ACC

www.oasistravel.vacationport.net

1917 Crockett Road, #4
Palestine, Texas 75801
903-729-1150

Accessories, Etc.Accessories, Etc.
Bridal Registry Headquarters

Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

115 E. Commerce
Fairfield, Texas

903-389-3018

• A  Member of the
 National Bridal Service

• Bridal Registry Headquarters
 for a 50 Mile Radius
• Bridal Etiquette Q & A

Member of National Bridal Service

1314 E. Milam, Mexia  254-562-0200  
www.bestwestern.com/limestoneinnandsuites

Spend a special night together
in our King Suite

303 Main Street  Teague  903-388-5869

Wedding Registry

Clothing, Shoes, Handbags
& Household Gift Items

Maddison Awalt & Devin Sessions
Ashley Sessum & Ryan Woodall

Lots of New Arrivals!
Unique Gifts, Clothing, Decor and More...

Great Gifts for All Occasions! Fun Shower Gifts!
Seniors Registry!

Seniors, make your selections now!

  Wedding days can be hectic. 
In fact, many couples note 
after tying the knot that their 
wedding days were so busy 
that the ceremonies and 
receptions were over before 
they knew it.
  Creating a wedding day 
schedule can seem like a 
daunting task. Couples tend 
to have lots of things to do 
before saying ‘I do’ and 
organizing everything so 
ceremonies begin on time can 
seem as puzzling as a brain 
teaser. But certain scheduling 
strategies can help couples 
ensure they look their best 
and make it to the altar on 
time.
  --Start with the ceremony. 
Couples can establish a 
framework for their wedding 
day schedule by working 
back from the ceremony. 
Once the ceremony time 
is set, couples who plan 

to take photos before their 
ceremonies can then work 
with their photographers to 
determine how much time 
they will need for photos and 
where they want to take the 
photos. Bridal parties may 
need transportation to the 
photo session, so determining 
when and where to take 
photos before the ceremony 
gives couples an idea of when 
to arrange for pickup.
  --Confirm when the wedding 
venue is open to the wedding 
party. Before booking hair 
and makeup appointments, 
couples should confirm 
when they will be able to 
access their wedding venue. 
Brides may want to get their 
hair and makeup done at 
the ceremony sight, but that 
may only be possible if the 
venue opens early for the 
wedding party. If it does not, 
then brides must account 

for transportation time to 
the ceremony sight when 
making their wedding day 
schedules.
  --Determine how much 
time is needed for hair and 
makeup. Weddings that 
feature large bridal parties 
will require more time for hair 
and makeup than ceremonies 
with small bridal parties. 
Grooms and groomsmen 
often take care of their own 
hair, though some grooms 
might want to schedule hot 
shaves for themselves and 
their groomsmen. Grooms 
should ask groomsmen if 
they want a hot shave and 
then work with their barbers 
to determine how much 
time it will take to tend to 
all participants. Brides with 
large bridal parties may 
need to book more than two 
hair and makeup artists so 
everyone can get done on 

time. Wedding hair and 
makeup sessions can last 
several hours for large bridal 
parties, so brides should 
schedule their sessions early 
if their parties are big.
  --Make lunch arrangements. 
Some couples choose to tie the 
knot and host their receptions 
at the same venue. In such 
instances, if brides are getting 
their hair and makeup done 
at the venue, ask the venue 
representative if lunch can be 
provided to the bridal party. 
Some venues may include 
small lunch buffets in their 
reception costs, while others 
might charge extra. Confirm 
the availability and costs, 
and if it’s unavailable or too 
expensive, then arrange for 
lunch to be delivered. Either 
way, couples should not skip 
lunch, as it may be their only 
chance to eat until after the 
ceremony.

  --Distribute your schedule 
to one another and the bridal 
party. Once the wedding day 
schedule has been devised, 
couples should share it with 
each other and their wedding 
parties. Grooms’ wedding 
day to-do lists might not be 
as extensive as brides’, but 
grooms should still be kept 
in the loop regarding the 
schedule so they can help 
if anyone has questions or 
if something goes awry. 
Sharing the schedule with the 
wedding party decreases the 
chances of someone being late 
or missing an appointment.
Couples can solve the riddle 
of scheduling their wedding 
days by working backwards 
and asking their vendors to 
cooperate in laying out the 
day’s events.  

How To Create Your
Wedding Day Schedule

  Because fashion preferences were once ornate and 
dependent on precise fits, ready-to-wear clothing really did 
not become widely available until the early 20th century. 
Such attire is now available in just about any retail store. 
Because ready-to-wear clothing is so readily available, the 
average person may be unfamiliar with custom-made or 
tailored items. In fact, a couples’ wedding may be the only 
instance in their lives when they require the services of a 
seamstress or tailor. 
Fittings are a part of wedding planning, and here’s how 
brides-to-be can navigate the process of finding and being 
fitted for a dress.
  --Try on sample gowns. The first step is to make your 
rounds to various gown shops and try on the samples they 
have available. Most sample sizes will not be the size you 
wear every day, so expect them to be ill-fitting. Do not be 
discouraged. Once a gown is chosen, the dress shop will 
take your measurements and order the gown according 
to the manufacturer’s sizing guide. Again, this can be 
shocking, since the size will likely be larger than what you 
wear in street clothes. Some shops will also order a little 
larger to allow for adequate tailoring.
  --Schedule the first fitting. The first fitting should be 
anywhere from eight to 12 weeks before the wedding date, 
according to experts at WeddingWire, an online wedding 
information provider. This is the time it takes to complete 
most standard alterations. Complex customizations can 
take even longer. Brides should also budget a minimum of 
$500 for alterations, which may or may not be included in 
the price of the dress.
  --Bring shoes and undergarments. Remember to bring 
along the exact shoes and undergarments you will wear 
with your gown. A change in shoes or bra/corset can result 
in the alterations fitting poorly the next time. Bring these 
items along to all subsequent fittings.
  --Speak up. Martha Stewart Weddings suggests speaking 
up at fittings if anything is uncomfortable or needs 
tweaking. Seamstresses are masters at their crafts, but only 
if they understand the desires of the bride.
  --Check the details. The second fitting is designed to check 
that all issues from the first fitting have been addressed, 
the gown is comfortable and you can move freely. At the 
last fitting, ask the maid of honor to come along so that she 
understands how to bustle or help you handle complicated 
straps or closures.
Open communication with a seamstress and bridal shop 
can ensure brides-to-be get a dress that fits like a glove.  

  Summer approaches 
with the promise of warm 
temperatures. Weather is one 
reason why summer is such a 
popular season to tie the knot. 
But just because sunny skies 
and rising mercury are par 
for the course, that does not 
mean Mother Nature won’t 
invite herself to the festivities 
and attempt to upstage happy 
couples in the process. 
  Some feel it’s good luck for 
couples to get rain on their 
wedding days, but many 
couples would trade in a little 
of that luck for clear skies. 
However, weather can be 
fickle, and couples who build 
contingency plans into their 
wedding festivities are much 
more likely to overcome 
inclement weather than 
couples without such plans.
  --Have solutions for sun 
and heat. Couples don’t 
want their wedding guests or 
bridal party members passing 
out due to heat exhaustion. 
Make sure to offer shade if 
the ceremony or reception is 
outside. Stock the area with 
cold bottles of water or a 
chilled lemonade stand. Have 
fans and umbrellas available 
just in case guests need a way 
to protect themselves from 
the sun.
  --Strong storms. Over the 
course of hot and humid 
days, storm clouds can 
develop and roll in. Afternoon 
thunderstorms are quite 
common on summer days. 
Accommodate for sudden 
downpours by hosting 
early luncheon receptions 
or ensure there is a plan B 
that includes a covered area. 

Couples can stash spare shoes 
or even rain slickers in a car 
to keep their wedding attire 
protected against rain as they 
dash between venues or take 
photos.
  --Embrace the rain. Vivid 
skies with lightning or 
overcast days can make for 
unique and striking wedding 
photography. Couples needn’t 
look at the downside of rain, 
but rather they should see the 
opportunities for one-of-a-
kind memories.
  --Keep a generator on 
standby. Storms may knock 
out power. Some reception 
halls or banquet facilities 
may have their own backup 
power, but be sure to address 
how power outages are 
handled. If need be, bring in 
a portable generator to keep 
the reception room cooled by 
fans.
  --Plan for wind. Coastal 
outdoor weddings present 
beautiful backdrops for 
weddings. But being near the 
shore may mean accepting 
windy conditions. Tie down 
tents and use weights to 
keep wedding programs or 
other papers from catching 
a current. The bride and her 
wedding party should opt for 
free-flowing tresses so they 
needn’t worry about intricate 
updos coming undone.
  --Maintain a sense of humor. 
It’s impossible to predict 
wedding day weather, but 
staying calm, going with the 
flow and laughing at things 
they can’t control can help 
couples make memories that 
last a lifetime.  

Shopping For Your
Wedding Gown 

Overcome Wedding
Weather Obstacles
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514 Main St., Teague  254-739-3002
Monday - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

For your special day

   floral needs!
For your special day

   floral needs!

Longbotham Furniture Company has everything you need
to make your new house

feel like your new home.

109 W. Navasota  Groesbeck  254-729-3809

Serving Central Texas
for over 60 Years

BR
ID

E 
20

18
 A

d 
Sl

ic
k 

18
-2

S.
A.

U
. s

ys
te

m
: 2

 c
ol

um
ns

 x
 3

.5
" (

4-
1/

4"
 x

 3
-1

/2
")

309 E. Milam
Mexia, Texas

254.562.2582

Monday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Outdoor/Indoor Weddings
Set Up Available

 Covered Outdoor Dance Floor
Photography & Bridal Portraits

Enjoy Bed & Breakfast
At Our 5 Star Rated Lodge

Catering  · Decorating
Lattice Arch · Tables & Chairs

For the most breathtaking

Wedding
and

Honeymoon,

CANEY CREEK
LODGE

254-739-0128
caneycreeklodge.net

come experience the finest special
event site East Texas has to offer...

400 CR 930, Teague

Quality home decor and
gifts for every occasion!

108 North Sherman Street - Mexia  

Stylish clothing, jewelry,
shoes, and much more

For options and pricing, call us
at 903-389-SAMS (7267)

390 E. I-45 in Fairfield, Texas
SamsOriginal.com 

When you need
a catering service that is guaranteed 
to satisfy your guests, give us a call! 

Getting
Married?

  Couples give a great deal 
of thought to the day they 
choose to get married. Many 
engaged couples are more 
attached to a particular season 
than a specific day, but some 
couples will consider any 
time of year to say ‘I do.’
  Weather factors heavily 
into many couples’ decisions 
regarding when to get 
married. According to The 
Knot 2015 Real Weddings 
Study, 39 percent of the nearly 
18,000 U.S. brides and grooms 
surveyed chose to get married 
in the months of September, 
October or November, three 
months of the year when 
the weather tends to be both 
predictable and pleasant. 
But more and more couples 
are paying more mind to 
which day of the week to 
get married as well. While 
Saturday is widely considered 
the most traditional day to 
tie the knot, couples may 
want to consider walking 
down the aisle on Friday. 
Friday weddings can be just 
as enjoyable as Saturday 
weddings, but there are some 
pros and cons to choosing 
Friday over Saturday.
  Pros: Perhaps the biggest 
advantage to getting married 
on a Friday is the cost. 
Wedding venues tend to be 
most expensive on Saturday 
because that’s when the 
majority of couples prefer 
to get married. While each 
venue is different, couples 
willing to get married on 
a Friday might find it far 
less expensive than getting 
married on a Saturday. 
  Another advantage to 
getting married on a Friday 
is the opportunity to spend 
more time with guests. 
Couples who get married on a 
Saturday tend to be busy most 
of Friday and Saturday, and 
that leaves little time to spend 
with their guests, many of 
whom will return home first 

thing on Sunday morning. 
But by getting married on 
a Friday, couples then have 
Saturday to spend with their 
guests, and they can even 
plan a laid back get-together 
like a backyard barbecue or 
Saturday brunch with guests 
who will likely stay in town 
through the weekend.
  Cons: Likely because they 
are so extraordinary, Friday 
weddings may be less popular 
with guests. Bridal party 
members may be obligated to 
take two days off from work 
in order to make it to the 
rehearsal dinner on Thursday 
night, and that might not sit 
well with friends and family 
who do not have much 
vacation or personal time. 
Even guests who are not in the 
bridal party may need to take 
a day off from work that they 
otherwise can avoid taking if 
the wedding was scheduled 
for Saturday or even Sunday.
  Couples also should know 
that Friday weddings tend 
to begin later at night, as 
it’s customary to start the 
ceremony in the evening so 
guests who have to work can 
still arrive on time. Couples 
inviting several elderly guests 
or children may find that these 
people miss the ceremony 
and/or reception because of 
the later start time.
  Brides- and grooms-to-be may 
find their options with regard 
to venues and entertainment 
are more limited when they 
choose to get married on a 
Friday instead of a Saturday. 
Some venues may only host 
weddings on Saturdays, while 
entertainers like deejays or 
bands who work day jobs 
during the week may not be 
available on Friday nights.
  Couples considering tying 
the knot on a Friday should 
consider a host of factors 
before making their final 
decision.  

  Pets are full-fledged 
members of many 
families and even, 
apparently, families-
to-be. 
In its 2016 American 
Wedding Study, Brides 
magazine found that 
8 percent of wedding 
ceremonies included 
pets. While the couples 
of yesteryear might 
have left Fido at 
home, many of today’s 
couples want their 
four-legged friends 
to be there on their 
big day. Though no 
studies to date have examined which animals are most 
likely to make an appearance at couples’ nuptials, it’s fair 
to assume that dogs, which tend to get out of the house 
more than most other types of pets, are the most common 
furry bridesmaids, groomsmen or ring bearers.
Before including dogs in their wedding plans, couples 
may want to consider a few factors to ensure asking Fido 
to be there come the big day is what’s best for couples, 
their guests and, of course, their beloved pooches.
  Eligibility: Some venues do not allow pets that are not 
documented assistance animals on the premises. Confirm 
a venue’s pet policy before purchasing any wedding day 
attire for your dog. Couples who are intent on including 
their pets in their wedding ceremonies should only 
consider pet-friendly facilities, which may be hard to 
find. Couples who plan to take a limousine to and from 
their wedding also should confirm that the cars allow 
pets before booking.
  Personality: No two dogs are the same. Some dogs might 
love people and attention, while others might prefer one-
on-one time with their owners. Dogs that are sociable and 
unaggressive may make perfect additions to wedding 
ceremonies, while animals that exhibit anxiety around 
strangers or seem uncomfortable in noisy settings should 
be kept out of the ceremony.
  Health: Dog owners also must consider their pets’ health 
when deciding whether or not to include them in the 
wedding ceremony. Couples who bonded over a love of 
their dog may really hope to include their furry friend 
in the festivities, but should not do so at the expense of 
the animal’s health. Outdoor wedding ceremonies under 
sunny skies may produce potentially unhealthy conditions 
for certain breeds or older dogs. Dogs that have difficulty 
getting around may need a red wagon (and attendant) to 
make the rounds at the wedding.
  Assistance: Couples will be busy on their wedding days, 
so they may need to arrange for a caretaker to look after 
their dog during and after the ceremony. Asking a guest 
or guests to play this role may be asking too much, as 
guests will no doubt want to celebrate without having to 
take care of a dog. A professional pet sitter might work, 
but that can be costly, as couples must pay for the sitter 
and will likely need to pay for the sitter to have a seat and 
a meal during the reception.
Dogs can make great additions to weddings, but couples 
must consider a host of factors before deciding to have 
Fido join them as they tie the knot.  

Including Pets in 
Your Special Day

The Pros & Cons
of Friday Weddings

  Once couples become 
engaged and share the good 
news with their friends 
and families, the next step 
is to begin planning their 
weddings. While couples 
must make a myriad of 
decisions during the wedding 
planning process, perhaps 
none is more significant than 
where to tie the knot.
  According to The Knot 2016 
Real Weddings Study, the 
average cost of a wedding for 
couples who married in 2016 
was $35,329. That’s a sizable 
amount, and a big portion of 
that was spent on the wedding 
venue. The Real Weddings 
Study found that couples 
spent an average of $16,107 on 
their wedding venues in 2016. 
That figure easily dwarfs the 
next biggest expense ($6,163 
for the engagement ring) for 
couples tying the knot.
  Because the wedding 
venue comes with such a 
potentially high sticker price, 
couples should give ample 
consideration to a host of 
factors before choosing where 
to get married.
  Size: Until they can agree 
on a guest list, couples might 
want to delay even looking 
for venues. However, some 
couples might want to first 
look at some venues so they 
can determine just how 
many guests they can afford 
to invite. Whether they’re 
hosting small affairs or large 
parties, couples should 
choose venues that can 
comfortably accommodate 
all of their guests. If possible, 
look for venues with multiple 
reception areas, which might 
allow for some wiggle room 
if the guest list grows or 
dwindles during the planning 
process.
  Availability: Some couples 
might have an ideal time of 
year they hope to get married. 
Some even know the exact 
date they hope to get married. 

While that can help with the 
planning, it can also limit 
couples with regard to their 
venue options. Some venues 
may be booked for as much 
as a year or more in advance 
during peak wedding season. 
The Real Weddings Study 
found that the most popular 
months to get married in 2016 
were October and September. 
Couples who hope to follow 
in the footsteps of many 2016 
brides and grooms may need 
to book their wedding venues 
well in advance. Those who 
can be more flexible regarding 
their wedding dates may find 
it easier to book their dream 
venues.
  Insurance: Ask about the 
venue’s insurance policies, 
including the policies the 
venue has to protect itself. 
In addition, ask if the venue 
requires couples to have 
their own wedding liability 
insurance for protection in 
the event of injury, property 
damage or incidents related 
to alcohol. Couples may also 
want to make the investment 
in cancellation/postponement 
insurance, and some venues 
may even require it.
  Financials: It’s easy for 
couples to be focused on the 
bottom line when choosing 
wedding venues, but it’s 
also important that they 
get a complete grasp of the 
financials before choosing a 
wedding venue. Ask about 
the amount of the initial 
deposit and if that deposit 
is refundable. In addition, 
ask when the deposit is due 
and when each subsequent 
payment is due until the 
balance is paid in full. This 
can make budgeting easier 
and planning less stressful.
  Couples should have fun 
choosing their wedding 
venues while recognizing that 
certain factors must be given 
ample consideration before 
signing any contracts.  

Choosing
Your Venue
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For a Wedding with Authentic Southern Charm...

The Moody-Bradley HouseThe Moody-Bradley House
A Registered Texas Historic Landmark
Owned & Operated by the Fairfield History Club

318 Moody Street, Fairfield Texas

The Perfect Venue for Bridal Luncheons, Engagement 
Parties, Showers, Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, 

Receptions, Private & Corporate Functions

Tours by Appointment. Call for Rental Information 903.389.2945 or 903-389-7008

  Weddings tend to be 
formal affairs, but there 
are no laws prohibiting 
happy couples from 
hosting more casual 
affairs. In fact, many 
couples confronted with 
the rising costs of tying 
the knot are doing just 
that.
  According to The Knot 
2016 Real Weddings 
Study, the average cost 
of a wedding in 2016 
exceeded $35,000, and 
that price tag does not 
even include couples’ 
honeymoons. Some 
couples may not have 
the means to finance 
such lavish affairs, while 
others may want to save 
for larger expenses, such as a 
house, while still being able to 
celebrate their nuptials with 
family and friends. Casual 
weddings can provide that 
opportunity. However, while 
casual weddings are less 
formal, couples will still need 
to keep some things in mind 
to make their ceremonies 
and receptions both fun and 
memorable.
  --Let guests know the 
wedding will be casual. 
Perhaps the most important 
thing couples can do when 
hosting a casual wedding is 
inform their guests that the 
ceremony and reception will 
not be formal affairs. Be as 
specific as possible regarding 
the dress code so guests don’t 
feel embarrassed if they 
overdress.
  --Don’t abandon tradition 
entirely. Couples hosting 
casual weddings may not feel 
beholden to all the traditions 
associated with more formal 
affairs, but that does not 
mean tradition should be 

abandoned entirely. For 
example, fathers-of-the-bride 
may still hope to share a 
spotlight dance with their 
daughters, while siblings 
or friends may still hope 
to serve as bridesmaids or 
groomsmen. Just because 
a wedding is less formal 
does not mean it has to be 
completely void of tradition, 
especially those traditions that 
can let couples’ closest loved 
ones know how much they 
are loved and appreciated.
  --Create your own traditions. 
Embracing some tradition 
does not mean couples cannot 
simultaneously create their 
own wedding traditions. 
Guests at casual weddings 
will likely be expecting 
something different than 
they’re used to, so couples 
should not hesitate to provide 
that. Couples should strive to 
keep things tasteful but not 
shy away from unique ideas 
that fit into the casual theme.
  --Plan to feed guests. 
While couples having casual 
weddings may choose to have 

their receptions somewhere 
other than banquet halls, 
they should still plan to 
feed their guests. Some 
guests may be traveling and 
staying in hotels to attend 
the wedding, and it’s a nice 
gesture to show appreciation 
for their efforts by providing 
them with a meal. A meal 
also offers a great chance for 
guests to mingle with the 
married couple and fellow 
guests. Something simple 
like a backyard barbecue or 
a catered meal at home fits 
nicely with a casual setting.
  --Don’t overlook logistics. 
Small details, like 
transportation, parking and 
lodging will still need to be 
arranged. If hosting guests 
at home after the ceremony, 
make sure guests will have 
ample places to park their 
vehicles. In addition, make 
the same efforts regarding 
lodging for guests that you 
would if planning a formal 
wedding, as out-of-town 
guests will still need a place 
to sleep.  

How To Host
A Casual Wedding
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For Your Rehearsal Dinner

FARM HOUSE
www.farm-house-restaurant.com

1401 E. Milam, Mexia  254-472-0512

l

Banquet Hall seats up to 120 people
Party Room seats up to 50 people

Catering starting at $9.50 per plate

RED HAT
R E N T A L S
www.redhatrentals.com

Own the memories,
  Rent everything else.

Tables  Chairs  Linens  Tents  Dishes  Flatware
Candelabras  Drink Machines  Chandeliers  And much more

Own the memories,
  Rent everything else.

751 E. Main Street, Fairfield 903.389.8665    3210 W. Oak Street, Palestine 903.729.3400    951 N. Loop 7, Athens 903.677.3850 

600 West 7th Avenue      Corsicana, TX 75110      903.874.4700      www.VansJewelry.com

Fine Jewelry & Watches      Custom Design      Jewelry Repair      Watch Repair
NO CREDIT CHECK Financing      Layaway      0% Interest Financing Options

  Honeymoons are big 
business. According to a 
recent Conde Nast Bridal 
Infobank survey, the average 
couple spends more than 
$5,000 on their honeymoon, 
indicating just how much 
meaning couples assign 
to their first official trip as 
newlyweds.
If the average spending on 
honeymoons seems high, 
it’s important for couples 
working on budgets to 
realize that there are plenty 
of ways to plan memorable 
getaways without breaking 
the bank. Couples can keep 
the following strategies 
in mind as they plan their 
honeymoons.
  --Plan and book early. In its 
2016 Real Weddings Study, 
online wedding resource 
The Knot found that the 
average engagement length 
was 15 months. That gives 
couples plenty of time to 
plan their weddings, but also 
a great chance to book their 
honeymoons well in advance 
of their wedding days. Fifteen 
months affords couples the 
chance to piece together the 
perfect honeymoon on their 
own or shop around for 
package deals. 
  --Delay the honeymoon. 
Couples without much 
wiggle room in their budgets 
or those who simply want to 
save money can delay their 
honeymoons, choosing to 
take their getaways months 
after they tie the knot. This 
provides couples with more 
traveling flexibility. And 
depending on when couples 
get married, delaying the 
honeymoon may push the 

trip into the vacationing off-
season, when more affordable 
deals can often be found.
  --Don’t shy away from 
your newlywed status. 
Resorts might not advertise 
it, but many offer special 
amenities to honeymooning 
newlyweds. Some may 
provide complementary spa 
services, while others might 
offer free room upgrades if 
they have any vacancies. Such 
amenities may be grand or 
small, but no matter their size, 
they can make honeymoons 
feel more special.
  --Give ample consideration 
to all-inclusive honeymoon 
packages. Whether couples 
are working on tight 
budgets or planning their 
honeymoons without regard 
to cost, all-inclusive packages 
may be worth the extra 
money upfront. All-inclusive 
packages tend to include 
meals, some beverages and 
fun activities that couples 
would otherwise have to pay 
for a la carte. All-inclusive 
packages may also remove 
some of the work of planning 
the honeymoon because 
couples won’t need to 
tirelessly research activities 
and find the most affordable 
local vendors. Couples can 
examine the nuts and bolts 
of all-inclusive packages 
to make sure they include 
activities and foods they’re 
likely to enjoy.
  Planning a honeymoon 
takes work, but much of that 
work is fun, and couples who 
do their due diligence can 
save substantial amounts of 
money.

Planning
the Perfect 
Honeymoon



Bonded   In-Home Health Care Service

832-597-6487
903-389-8778

1249 East Highway 84, Fairfield

HEARTS OF GLADYS...W.E. CARE


24/7 Care

District Courtroom Nearly Complete
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LocaL ServiceS

May Services
Paul May, Owner    903-390-7477
Mayservicesllc@gmail.com    Fairfield, Texas

Home and Lawn - Maintenance and Repair
Landscaping - Small Engine and Farm

Service and Repair

Theiss Sausage Co.
Deer, Cattle, Domestic & Wild Hog

Processing, Hardwood Smoked Sausage, 
Summer Sausage, Snack Sticks and

Jerky available year round!

All made with USDA inspected meats

936-396-9300
EXTENDED HOURS - Open 7 Days A Week During Deer Season
M - F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. & Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

A Cut Above Satellite
Rural High Speed Internet

“Serving the area since 1994”
903-322-3181
800-606-3181
903-388-2285Houston, Dallas or

Waco Channels
Available ACutAboveSatellite.GetDish.com211 West Main Street, Fairfield

C4C

CALL 4 COMPUTERS
Repairs/Upgrades - Networking

Custom Built Systems - Consulting

903-389-6942

Rod Norton - 23 Years Experience!

DAY BOYS SHOP
Engine Repair and Rebuilds

Auto. and Std. Transmission Rebuilds
Hyd. Repair Of All Types

Field Service On All Makes of Heavy
Equipment.

Heavy Equipment & Truck Repair
P.O. Box 129 - 1402 W. Hwy. 84

Mexia, Texas 76667
Bus. 254-472-0000  Fax 254-472-0888

Andy Day Melissa Day

The Wortham Store

  LIQUOR, BEER & WINE
Full Stock of:

Hours: Mon-Sat 10am - 9pm
FM 27 & Hwy. 14 (corner)

254-765-3488

625 W. 2nd Ave., Corsicana, TX

903-872-8434
TACLA17219E

Corsicana Air Conditioning
& Sheet Metal

TO HIM BE GLORY
CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION

Craig Cooksey, Owner
House Foundations - Metal Buildings

Garages & Carports - Driveways - Entryways
Patios & Sidewalks

903-343-1071
Elkhart, Texas

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13

Community National Donates
to FISD Education Foundation

DONATING $500 TO THE FISD Education Foundation is Community National Bank of Fairfield on Wednesday, January 23, 2019. 
On hand for the donation were (left to right) Tammy Moore (CNB), Demar Hill (FISD), Chifawn Johnson (FISD), Teresa Duke (CNB), 
Pam Chavers (FISD), Shari Dickens (CNB), Muriel Morton (CNB), and Jason Hullum (CNB). (Photo by Nicole Schaefer)

  Many Fairfield citizens, 
business owners, former 
mayor Roy Hill, and a few 
former council members 
attended the City Council 
meeting on January 22, 2019; 
some to voice their opinions 
and concerns regarding the 
possibility of a new bond.
  This bond would be used 
for several projects the City 
wishes to accomplish in 
the next few years, such 
as purchasing the Navarro 
College Campus as the new 
City Hall, street repairs, 
street lighting, new restroom 
at the fairgrounds, and a 
concession/bathroom for the 
soccer field.
  An unsubstantiated rumor 
around town, and on social 
media, stating that the 
City would be looking to 
obtain a $7.5 million bond, 
significantly higher that what 
is actually being considered, 
rightfully had many people 
concerned for the future of 
the City.
  “With the plant/mine shut 
down and businesses closing, 
it’s really bad timing to seek 
a bond for the City,” says 
former mayor Hill. “It’s a bad 
move to do this at this time. 
There may be more options 
available you have yet to look 
into. I request you put this off 
for now.”
  Resident Don Thornton 
equates the acquiring of a 
bond to burying the City in 
debt and smothering it to 
death. “I ask the Council to 
reconsider this,” he says.
  Business owner Barry Capps 
explains that he believes in 
the government to make 
decisions, but asks, “Is it 
morally and ethically right for 
citizens to be strapped with 
debt? It is my opinion that we 
should walk away from this 
bond. I cannot fathom this 
is a good deal for the City of 
Fairfield,” says Mr. Capps.
  James Bonner, Fairfield 
resident, asked Council to 
“Think about what ya’ll are 
doing. I would rather you 
build a brand new one [City 
Hall]. I’m betting you could get 
one for a lot less money.”
  As these comments were 
made during the Visitors and 
Citizens Forum, Mayor and 
Council were unable to address 
these concerns at that time.
  Council was given a 
presentation from Bond 
Council, Dusty Traylor of 
RBC Capital Markets, on 
financing options for funding 
proposed City projects.
   Currently, the City has one 
outstanding bond that should 
be completely paid off within 
the next year or two. Its 

balance is approximately $1.5 
million. The present bond 
rating for the City is an A3, 
which is a very good rating.
  Mr. Traylor gave four 
bond options based on the 
assumption that the bond 
would be for a twenty-year 
period, however, the length 
of a bond can be adjusted to 
meet City needs. The interest 
rate would be 4%, give or take. 
If the bond is issued in May of 
2019, the first payment would 
be made in March of 2020.
  The four options were $1.2 
million, $3.5 million, $5 
million in one lump sum, or 
$5 million divided into $3 
million in 2019 and $2 million 
in 2020.
  “You’re positioned very well to 
take on a bond,” explains Traylor 
to Council. “Bonds are for capital 
improvements, not running the 
city. You’re proposed projects 
are right in line.”
  No discussion was had 
regarding what monthly 
payments would be for the 
different bond amounts.
  Council did not take any 
action on this item that 
night. They will have further 
discussion prior to taking a 
vote on this matter.
  City Administrator Nate Smith 
encourages citizens to contact 
him or Council members to 
discuss their opinions and 
concerns regarding a bond 
and future projects.
  Fairfield Council will be 
upgrading from paper and 
ink to i-Pads, bringing them 
up-to-date with the majority 
of councils around the state. 
Though the initial purchase 
of the technology will come at 
a cost of approximately $600 
per device, the savings on 
paper, ink, and time will far 
outweigh those costs in the 
long run. There is currently 
$5,831 in the budget for this 
type of purchase.
  Council unanimously 
approved the purchase of the 
i-Pads.
  Billy McMillian with Little 
Dribblers requested $30,000 
from the Hotel/Motel Fund 
to bring a four-day National 
Tournament to the City 
of Fairfield. These funds 
would be used to purchase 
trophies, T-shirts, and other 
merchandise to sell at the 
tournament. This event 
would bring about 150 teams 
to town that would require 
hotels and restaurants during 
their stay.
  Council unanimously 
approved to sponsor this event.

-New Bond-
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Fairfield Council
Considers New Bond
City Weighs Options While
Citizens Voice Concerns

FREESTONE COUNTY’S DISTRICT COURT ROOM will finally be opening up for use 
following an extensive remodeling project. Courthouse staff expect the courtroom to be fully 
operational in time for February court dockets. (Photos by Nicole Schaefer)

  Show your love by donating 
blood today!
  Community National Bank 
and Trust of Buffalo is hosting 
a blood drive from 9:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, 
January 30 at 906 N. Buffalo 
Avenue in the parking lot on 
the Carter BloodCare bus. 
For more information or to 
schedule an appointment 
time, contact Tommy Neyland 
at (903) 322-8800.
  Freestone Medical Center 
will host a blood drive on 
Thursday, February 14, 2019 
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
at 125 Newman Street in 
Fairfield, Texas on the Carter 
BloodCare bus.  For more 
information, contact Rebecca 
Yarbrough at 903-389-1618.
  Carter BloodCare says blood 
donors can return as often as 
every 56 days. Additionally, 
blood types that are Rh 
negative (A-, B-, O-, AB-) 
occur less frequently in the 
population, so blood centers 
can run low on these types.
  An increasing number of 
cancer treatment facilities 

Valentine’s 
Day Blood 
Donations 

Needed

-Give Blood-
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FISD January 
Birthday

Bookclubs

Fairfield ISD Announces
New High School Principal
Sonya Gibson Named
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Texas Department of Criminal Justice 
Career Opportunities 

Correctional Officer Interview 
Up to a  

$5,000  
Recruiting bonus 
available at select units  

 

Check our website for 
 testing dates and 

locations in your area. 

TDCJ – KEEPING TEXAS SAFE! 
              1-877-967-5489       WWW.TDCJ.TEXAS.GOV   
 

Parole Officers 

$5,000 recruiting bonus at  
the Midland, Odessa and 

Monahans locations! 

Maintenance 
Supervisors 

Minimum Qualifications - Bachelor’s Degree  
No Experience Required 

$5,000 recruiting bonus 
for Maintenance 

Supervisors! 

 

A Career with a Purpose! 

 
 
 
 

Entry Level 
Nominations Being Taken
Fairfield ISD is now taking nominations in the Gifted and 
Talented (A.I.M.) program for the kindergarten talent pool.  If 
any parent or community member would like to nominate a 
student to be tested for this program, please contact Rachel 
Bossier at Fairfield Elementary, 903.389.2148, by Friday, 
February 7, 2008.  Fairfield ISD is committed to the belief that 
each of our students must have the opportunity to develop 
knowledge, skills, and competencies to achieve at his/her 
greatest potential.  Fairfield ISD offers a flexible system of 
viable program options throughout the district that provides 
a learning continuum and reinforces the strengths, needs, and 
interests of gifted and talented students.
Nominaciones que se toman 
Fairfield ISD está tomando las nominaciones ahora para 
el programa de dotado y talentoso (A.I.M.) para grado 
kindergarten. El cura del cualquier el miembro del el o del 
la comunidad le gustara nombrar un estudiantes del un ser 
probado para este programas, los por favorecen el avise Rachel 
Bossier, Fairfield Elementary, 903.389.2148, viernes, el 7 del 
febrero de 2008. Fairfield ISD se compromete a la creencia que 
cada uno de nuestros estudiantes debe tener la oportunidad 
dado desarrollar conocimiento, habilidades, y competencias 
para lograr al el mayor potencial. Fairfield ISD ofrece un 
sistema flexible de opciones del programa viables a lo largo 
del distrito que proporciona un continuo del aprendizaje y 
refuerzos las fuerzas, necesidades, e intereses de estudiantes 
dotados y talentosos. 

--Public Notice

  Now that sponsorship has 
been offered, a decision from 
the National Little Dribblers 
Association will determine if 
the tournament will be held in 
Fairfield.
  Also approved was the 
renewal of the current tax 
abatement guidelines and 
criteria for the City for a two-
year term. State law requires 
an update every two years. 
Per Administrator Smith, this 
is a pretty standard agreement 
and no changes have been 
made from what is currently 
in place.
  Resident Justin Turner’s 
reappointment to the FEDC 
Board was approved, though 
not unanimously.
  Councilman Place 1 James 
Tyus voted against, while all 
others voted in favor.
  Turner will now begin his 
third three-year term on the 
board. This will be his last 
term as there is a three-term 
limit for board members.
  A special called meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, 
January 30th at noon for the 
possible hiring of a new police 
officer and for discussion 
on the City Administrator’s 
employee benefits.
  Regular meetings are held 
on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall.
  Nicole Schaefer reporting

are opening throughout north, central 
and east Texas. Cancer patients are often 
administered platelet transfusions, to 
counter the side effects of treatments such 
as chemotherapy and radiation. Carter 
BloodCare urges blood donors to consider 
giving platelets and to speak with a staff 
member about your eligibility for this type 
of donation. Platelets have a five-day shelf 
life, so your donation will assist a patient 
within days of your giving it.
  Eat a nutritious meal and drink plenty 
of water one to two hours before giving 

blood. Standard eligibility requirements 
are a minimum weight of 110 pounds, the 
donor feels well that day and presents 
a government-issued photo ID at each 
donation. Potential blood donors may 
volunteer at age 16 with parental consent; 
17-year-olds may give independently; and 
there is no upper age limit for donating 
blood. 
  For more information on donor eligibility 
and to make an appointment, call 1-800-
366-2834 or visit carterbloodcare.org. 

  “I am humbled that I have 
been selected to be the 
next Fairfield High School 
Principal,” says Sonya Gibson. 
“I am honored to have been 
entrusted to serve and lead the 
students and staff of Fairfield 
High School.
  Mrs. Gibson, currently 
serving as Dean of Secondary 
Instruction at Fairfield High 
School, has been selected as 
the school’s new principal, 
effective as of July 1, 2019. 
She will be taking the place 
of long-time principal, Mr. 
Von Wade, who submitted his 
retirement to be effective at 
the end of this school year.
  “Fairfield High School 
has a tradition of academic 
excellence that is largely 
attributable to the legendary 
and outstanding leadership 
of Mr. Von Wade, talented 
staff, continued support from 
parents and community, and 
the diverse student body,” 
says Mrs. Gibson. “As the new 
principal of Fairfield High 
School, my goal is to continue 
to build on the success and 
traditions of Fairfield High 
School and explore new and 
innovative opportunities for 
our students.”
  “Success does not look 
the same for every student 
and there is no one path 
to success,” she continues. 
“Whether students choose 
the path of college, technical 
school, work force, or military, 
my goal is to ensure every 
Fairfield High School student 
is prepared and equipped for 
success beyond high school 
and students become lifelong 
learners. I will continue 
to promote a learning 
environment of excellence 
in which every individual is 
respected and encouraged 
to reach their full potential 
through character, worth ethic, 
citizenship, and high levels of 

academic achievement.”
   Mrs. Gibson believes positive 
relationships are crucial to 
the success of students and 
the school community and is 
looking forward to building 
relationships with staff, 
students, parents, families, 
and community members.
  “I am committed to fostering 
a collaborative learning 
community where we work 
together to meet the academic, 
social, and emotional needs of 
all students,” she says.
  Mrs. Gibson was raised in 
Fairfield from birth through 
sixth grade. She graduated 
from Longview High School 
in 1992.
  She earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in 
Interdisciplinary Studies, 
with a minor in mathematics, 
from Texas A&M University - 
Commerce in 2005.
  Shortly thereafter, she began 
her career in education at 
Fairfield ISD in August of 2005.
  Mrs. Gibson has served in 
the following positions:
--Three years as Fifth Grade 
Accelerated Math Teacher
--Two years as Eighth Grade 
Math Teacher
--Six years as Fairfield High 

School Algebra 1 Teacher
--One year as Elementary 
Assistant Principal
--One Year as Junior High 
Assistant Principal
--One Year in her current 
position as Dean of Secondary 
Instruction
  Mrs. Gibson also earned a 
Master of Education degree in 
Educational Leadership from 
Stephen F Austin University 
in 2010.
  She and her family reside in 
Fairfield. Her family members 
include husband Gregory, and 
their four children, Jerregan, 
Jordan, Jermaca, and Gelisa.
  Her hobbies include spending 
time with family and friends 
and traveling.
  “I am extremely grateful 
to the FISD School Board, 
Superintendent Tony Price, 
and current Fairfield High 
School Principal Von Wade 
for their continued support 
and unwavering confidence in 
me,” Mrs. Gibson concludes.
  Nicole Schaefer reporting

FAIRFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CELEBRATED its 
January birthday book club members last week with lunch in 
the library. A book was chosen by each student in their honor 
that will be enjoyed for many years to come. We appreciate 
their families for supporting our wonderful library. January 
members are left to right, top to bottom:  Mariah Frazier, 
Kinley Shaw, Beatriz Hernandez, Santiago Fierro, Peyton 
Higdon, Lyndal Sumuel, Norah Jones, Mallory Jones, Emory 
McFerrin, and Brianna Hatton.  (Submitted Photo)

FAIRFIELD INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL BIRTHDAY BOOK 
CLUB celebrated January birthdays with lunch and birthday 
snacks in the library. These students’ families donated a 
book to the library in honor of their birthday. The members 
celebrating this month are:  Obie Crook, Mikhaila Rodriguez, 
Jaxon Utley, and Cole Tomanek. The Fairfield Intermediate 
School is very grateful to these families for their donations.  
(Submitted Photo)
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--Public Notice

Legal Notice

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for 
a Rm. Mixed Beverage 
Restaurant Permit with Food 
& Beverage Permit by Dew 
Drop In., Inc., to be located 
at Dew Drop In, 776 Hwy 179 
E., Teague, Freestone County, 
Texas 75860.  Officers of said 
corporation Justin McBroom 
– President / Secretary.
__________________________

  A public hearing will be 
held for parents and property 
owners of the Fairfield 
Independent School District 
on Tuesday, February 12, 2019 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Boardroom 
at the FISD Administration 
Building at 615 Post Oak 
Road.
  The purpose of the hearing 
is for discussion of the 
district’s annual report that 
includes the Texas Academic 
Performance Report 2016-17 
(TAPR); campus performance 
objectives; campus 
comparable improvement 
report, a report of violent 
and criminal incidents; and, 
information received under 
Texas Education Code 51.403(e) 
from the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating 
Board.
  The hearing will be held in 
conjunction with the regular 
meeting of the FISD Board of 
Education.
__________________________

Legal Notice. 

An application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a 
license type N (Private Club 
Registration Permit) and a 
PE certificate (for transport of 
products) by Rockin Kountry 
Club. An unincorporated 
association of person’s dba 
Rockin Kountry Club. To 
be located at 125 County 
Road 506 Fairfield, Freestone 
County, Texas. Officers of 
said corporation are: John M 
Thompson -Vice President, 
Cindy Thompson - Secretary, 
and Josh Tinsley - President.
__________________________

      FAIRFIELD HOSPITAL DISTRICT BOARD MEETING 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 

CALLING SPECIAL ELECTION TO AUTHORIZE THE 
INCREASE OF THE MAXIMUM TAX RATE

The Fairfield Hospital District Board will hold a public hearing on Thursday, 
February 7, 2019, at Freestone Medical Center J.R. Corne board room at 

12:00 noon, located at 734 W. Commerce St., Fairfield, Texas. The hearing 
is being held to discuss reasons for calling special election to increase 

maximum tax rate. The current maximum tax rate is 12 cents/$100 taxable 
value. The 85th legislature approved a bill to raise the cap to 25 cents/$100 

taxable rate subject to local voter approval.

NOTICE OF 
EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Freestone County Judge’s 
Office is accepting applications 
for Full time Clerk 1 position. 
Duties 
and Requirements: Ability to 
perform normal office duties, 
including good computer 
skills and ability to work well 
with others including the 
general public.  Employees are 
subject to assignment to other 
duties as needed.  Applications 
and additional information 
for this position can be 
obtained from the Freestone 
County Judge’s Office, 118 
E. Commerce, Room 205, 
Fairfield, Texas. Applications 
can also be obtained from 
www.co . f rees tone . tx .us .  
Applications will be accepted 
through February 13, 2019 at 
4:00 p.m.
__________________________



County Jail Administrator 
On Temporary Leave

City Crew Works To Repair Oak Street

Casino Royale Gala
March 1, 2019

Gently Used Children’s 
Books Needed
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--Real Estate

HELP WANTED
Cooper Farms

Farm Crew Leader 

Contact Brady at 903-390-8543 to set up 
an interview, or for more information

Must be able to operate tractor and have
experience managing employees. Bilingual

is a plus ($ incentives). Competitive pay.

DALE SWINBURN 
CONCRETE – Sidewalks, 

driveways, porches, patios, 
cemetery curbs, foundations. 
Free estimates. 254-747-0218 

or 254-739-3523. Over 35 
years experience.

__________________________

CDL DRIVERS – CLASS A 
OR B NEEDED. Apply at 718 
State Hwy. 75 South or call 
903-389-7497.
__________________________

Manager Trainee: forklift, 
customer service, computer 

skills a must. Apply in person 
440 W I-45 Fairfield

Metal Mart 
__________________________

-Homes for rent- -Land for sale--Apartments-

124.8 Acres near Streetman/
Fairfield, $3,365/acre. 360 
County Road 140. Two stock 
ponds with creek, open 
pasture and wooded, fenced 
and cross fenced. 15 miles 
from Richland Chambers 
Reservoir. 936-645-2014
__________________________

1B Apartment: water, sewer, 
trash paid, $500/month. 
Central air and heat, washer/
dryer hookups, no pets. 2B 
House: no pets, central air and 
heat, washer/dryer hookups, 
must maintain yard $550. Call 
903-389-3109
__________________________

HOUSE FOR RENT IN 
KIRVIN: 3 bedroom, 2 large 
living areas, washroom, 
fenced backyard, carport. 
$700 deposit, $625/month. 
903-388-4607
__________________________

Long Industries, Inc. is one of the nation’s leading providers of
storage tanks and surface equipment to the Oil and Gas Industry.

jobs@longindustries.us

NOW HIRING

Apply in person at
105 FCR 413, Buffalo, TX 75831

Main Office: 903-389-3263
Fax resume to: 903-389-3800

PLATE ROLLER

Salary for all positions is based on experience. High School 
diploma or GED preferred for all positions. All candidates are 

required to pass a drug screening and physical.

PAINTER

CLASS A CDL DRIVERS
MAINTENANCE CREW MEMBER

TANK AND VESSEL WELDERS

CRANE OPERATOR

BLASTERS

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

  “It was an oversight on my part,” explains Freestone 
County Sheriff Jeremy Shipley to County Commissioners in 
regard to Jail Administrator Sheena Wimberly being placed 
on leave following a recent Human Resources assessment 
performed by Texas Association of Counties (TAC) on 
Jeannie Keeney, the new County Treasurer. 
  “TCOLE said I could designate anyone as jail administrator. 
She didn’t work in the jail, so I didn’t realize she needed a 
jailer’s license.” TECOLE is the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement; the statewide peace officer regulating agency.
  Mrs. Wimberly has been serving as Jail Administrator since 
December 3, 2017. Previously, she served as Custodian of 
Records for the County. She is the third Jail Administrator 
to serve under Sheriff Shipley.
  The County has issued Mrs. Wimberly one hundred and 
twenty-three hours of comp time, which she is using for 
her leave. During this time she will be obtaining her jailer’s 

license in order to return to work as soon as possible.
  “I’ve contacted the Jail Commission,” says Sheriff Shipley. 
“They are aware we are working to get this fixed.”
  When payroll for County employees came up for approval, 
Commissioners Clyde Ridge and Craig Oakes voted against 
approving because they do not feel the County should be 
paying Mrs. Wimberly comp hours at the Jail Administrator 
pay rate.
  “We’ve been paying someone in that position that’s not 
qualified,” says Ridge. “And now we’re going to keep 
paying them?”
  As the payroll being brought for approval was for hours 
previously worked, Judge Linda Grant broke the tie to 
approve the payment.
  Commissioners may address the comp hour pay at a future 
meeting.
  Nicole Schaefer reporting

WORKING TO REPAIR SINK HOLES on Oak Street are City of Fairfield employees Randy Measles, Mark Taylor, Dustin 
Duncan, Cooper Blackwell, and Collin Puckett. Public Works Director Clyde Woods explains that the holes are situated over 
a sewer line that was installed about ten years ago. Repairs consist of installing screenings and white rock fill to stop further 
sinking. Work will continue from FM 488 to Highway 84; and is projected to be finished by the end of February, weather 
permitting. (Photo by Nicole Schaefer)

Basketball Coach Celebrates Milestone

FAIRFIELD EAGLE COACH WORLEY celebrates his 400th WIN with this year’s Varsity team! (Photo by Melissa Lee)

  The 3rd Annual FISD 
Education Foundation 
Presents Casino Royale 
Dinner & Gala on March 
1, 2019 from 6:00 to 10:00 
p.m. at Twisted Vines Event 
Center in Fairfield, Texas.
  Event includes casino, 
auction, dinner, music, 
bingo, wine pull, cash bar, 
door prizes and more.
  Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
  Dress code is cocktail 
attire.
  Cost is $50 per ticket or $500 
for VIP table.
  Sponsorship includes $200 
Gaming Table.
  Tickets and Sponsorship 
opportunities available 
by contacting 903-879-
3272 or online at www.
FairfieldISDFoundation.com
  FISD Education Foundation 
provides grants to teachers 

that allow them to fund 
programs and resources that 
enhance student learning.  
  Last month, the group 
awarded over $11,000 in 
grants to Fairfield ISD 
teachers to fund special 
projects, including the 
following: 
--a paint project for the 
Elementary playground
--a functioning weather 
station at the Intermediate 
campus
--orb robots at the Junior High 
campus for problem solving 
with coding applications
--items for preparing and 
transporting meals for the 
Long Handle Spoon Café at 
the High School campus
  Learn more about the FISD 
Education Foundation by 
visiting online at www.
FairfieldISDFoundation.com

  Do you have some books that 
your children or grandchildren 
have out grown?  
  Freestone County Retired 
Teachers are collecting gently 
used children’s books for kids 
of all ages.  
  Books received will be given 
free of charge to Freestone 
County children to promote 

and encourage children to 
read and adults to read to 
their children.  
  Donated books can be 
dropped off at Kennedy’s 
Korner located at 124 S. Keechi 
St in Fairfield from 10:00 a.m. 
- 5:30 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday and from 10:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. on Saturday.  
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